
 

TAKING A SOIL SAMPLE 

A soil test is only effective if the sample is a good representation of the area to be tested.  

For Proper Results 

1. For a large lawn or garden, 15 to 20 sub-samples of soil 
should be taken. For a small lawn or garden, 5 to 10 sub-
samples should be taken. Take sub-samples in a random 
or zig zag pattern.  

o Avoid road edges, next to concrete foundations, 
walks, etc.  

o Take samples at 4" deep for turf and 6" depth for 
a garden.  

2. Mix your sub-samples together to create a 3 cup soil sample for each area you want 
tested.  

3. Air dry the soil on paper for 24 hours (never oven dry).  

4. Soil may be brought to the Extension office in a paper bag, plastic bag, or any plastic or 
glass container.  Do NOT put soil in a metal container.  

5. Please DO NOT mail soil samples to the office.  

 
Bring sample to the MSU Extension office in your area: 

 

Allegan County 
Human Services Building 
3255 122nd Avenue, Suite 101 
Allegan, MI  49010-9511 
269-673-0370 
Fax:  269-673-7005 

 

Berrien County 
 
1737 Hillandale Rd. 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 
269-944-4126 
Fax:  269-982-8666 

 

Kalamazoo County 
PO Box 42 (mailing address) 
3299 Gull Road, Wing 2, 4th Floor  
Nazareth, MI  49074-0042 
269-383-8830 
Fax:  269-384-8035 
 

 

Van Buren County 
 
219 E Paw Paw St, Ste 201 
Paw Paw, MI 49079-1077 
269-657-8213 
Fax: 269-657-6678 
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