Landscapes of Community, Symposium October 12, 2001

Purpose: to develop communications and foster new partnerships between people active in heritage, arts, environment, and community development who are involved in preserving and enhancing our region. This symposium, we hope, will support and stimulate discussion on the interrelationships between these areas and emphasize the ways in which these things help create our sense of place. “Past, present and future are connected, but we in the present are responsible for the stories,” Sandra Clark

9:00 am Opening Remarks

Intro – Joe VanderMeulen

First Speaker – Ed Gray, Miskwabik clay and metal studios
Second Speaker – Timothy J. Chester, Director, Public Museum of Grand Rapids
Morning Break

~10:30 am – 12:30 Concurrent Discussions

1 – Art as the bridge

How do we get environmentalists and heritage folk to understand their common assets and goals? Art can provide bridges that help people from all walks of life relate to people from other walks of life.


2 – Human Development and Sustainable Communities

How do we reach beyond our normal constituency? How do we get governments to respond to our changing communities? We need to build participation and communication to make our democracy more effective. How can we understand our community when we are in it? This panel will explore several project ideas that have been or could be initiated in our community.

3 – Taking an Historical Perspective on the Future

Agriculture is the region’s second largest employer, yet farmland is diminishing at an alarming rate in lieu of sprawled shopping centers and automotive transportation corridors. What makes the short-term dollar value of a project the loudest perspective? How can we begin to factor in embodied costs and long-term benefits into our development patterns? What can we do to facilitate a partnership approach to development bringing together Economic, Agricultural, and Cultural issues? How would we like to view our ‘history’ 50 years from now?

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch
1:30 pm – 3:30 pm Concurrent Discussions

3:45 pm – 4:45 pm Closing Plenary Session
One or two inspirational, big-name speakers

4:45 pm Closing Remarks

Wrap up of what has occurred during the course of the day and what will happen next.
