Van Buren County Planning Commission

August 26th, 2009

219 Paw Paw St. Paw Paw, MI
Minutes

Call to Order: 6:30 pm

Members in attendance: Denise Massey, Kurt Doroh, Connie Selles, Richard Corwin, Jeff Radtke, Scott Cedarquist, Ryan Miller 

Absent: Ted Thar, Pam Stermer, Celinda Gilmore, Tony Hemenway 

Public present: None
Agenda: Doroh/Corwin Motion – unanimous vote
Minutes of July 22nd, 2009: Approved on a Doroh/Corwin Motion - unanimous vote

Public Comment: None
Reports:

County Commissioner – Commissioner Massey: Massey had not arrived at this point
Southwestern Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) Representative: None

Local visits: None
Unfinished Business:
Discussion regarding County Land Use Planning – No discussion
New Business:

Decatur/Hamilton Township Joint Master Plan Review – Motion by Selles/Massey, unanimous vote to concur with the Decatur/Hamilton Township Joint Master Plan.  The overall goals and objectives are consistent with the Van Buren County Comprehensive Plan and furthers Van Buren County’s desire to promote Smart Growth.
Waverly Township Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment – Motion by Selles/Doroh, unanimous vote to concur with the Waverly Township Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment, with the correction of typo in Section 10.24 – (“Y”) to underline and add quotations to the phrase: “Yard Waterside – Shall be part of the yard that abuts the waters edge.”
Coloma Township Master Plan Review – Motion by Massey/Cedarquist, unanimous vote with Selles abstaining, to concur with the Covert Township Master Plan, but to suggest adding a section covering Farmland Preservation to stay consistent with other Master Plans.  The VBCPC is willing to provide other examples if needed.    
Columbia Township Master Plan Review – Motion by Selles/Doroh, unanimous vote to concur with Columbia Township Master Plan.  Selles commends the Township for working with the SWMPC and including findings of the Black River Watershed Plan, Van Buren County Farmland Preservation Board, and supporting regional and sub-regional issues.  Selles commented that the documentation is weak showing public input on the changes to land use regarding commercial entrepreneurship along major corridors.  One objective in Goal #5 does not seem to support the goal or Van Buren County’s desire to encourage compact centers of growth.  Development along major roads should be focused nodes instead of strips along the entire roads length.  There was also discussion on home based business in Section 7.    
Columbia Township Zoning Amendments – Inadequate information to discuss in meeting, and will be added to the September agenda.

Almena Township Zoning Text Amendment – Motion by Selles/Massey, unanimous vote to concur with Almena Township Zoning Text Amendment.  There was discussion on Section 4.02 about the < 50 animal units per farm.  There was also discussion on the parking of business vehicles at personal residences.  The township is to be commended for their inclusive and transparent process.
Policy of Public Taping – Motion by Cedarquist/Selles, unanimous vote to prepare draft language to be approved at next meeting regarding policy for the public taping of planning commission meetings.  It was agreed that no recording should take place before or after the meeting has been called to order or adjourned.  It was also agreed that the party shall not move or manipulate the recording device once the meeting has begun, therefore eliminating any type of disturbances.          

Meeting Adjourned:  7:15 pm Doroh/Cedarquist Motion – unanimous vote
