Van Buren County Planning Commission

October 22, 2008

219 Paw Paw St.  Paw Paw

Minutes

Call to Order: 6:30 pm

Members in attendance: Jerry Campbell, Ted Thar, , Pam Stermer, Kurt Doroh, Celinda Gilmore, Connie Selles, Richard Corwin, Jim Ray
Absent:  Scott Cedarquist, Jeff Radtke,
Public present:  Chuck Eckenstahler, Dave Foerster, Amy Lockhart, Bill Lawson
Agenda:  Doroh/Gilmore motion, unanimous vote to accept amended minutes to include Waverly Twp. item 
Minutes of Sept 24, 2008: Approved on a Gilmore/Stermer motion,  unanimous vote
Public Comment: Dave Foerster inquired if any further discussion about Land Preservation (Mr. Eckenstahler’s August presentation).  Thar indicated the members who had missed the August meeting were informed of the content of that meeting.  He also indicated that VBCPC discussed this issue but had not progressed much since last meeting.  Foerster also indicated the desire to have draft copy of minutes posted prior to adoption.
Motion by Selles/Campbell to have discussion in November meeting 6 yeas,  Gilmore abstained.

Amy Lockhart advised there would be a joint meeting (Allegan/Van Buren) to discuss educational awareness of Phosphorous Fertilizer Ordinance.  Meeting to be on October 29 @ 1:00 pm at Conservation District Office
Reports:  

County Commissioner – Commissioner Ray :  Ray reported progress in Phosphorous Fertilizer Ordinance
Southwestern Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) Representative – Rey reported on SWMPC bringing up topics of Kitchen Incubators & Heritage Trail.
Local visits –None
Unfinished Business:  None\
New Business: 


Covert Twp. Zoning Ordinance Amendment:  Motion Campbell/Selles  to concur with Covert Twp. Planning Commission’s recommendation to their Township Board to adopt the proposed amendments as presented to VBCPC. The VBCPC commends the efforts of the Covert Planning Commission for their diligence in working with groups with differing opinions on very delicate issues.  The VBCPC encourages Covert Twp. to review the Master Plan to ensure it is written in a manner to defend  their position in future decisions.

Covert Twp. Conditional Rezoning:  VBCPC discussed the Conditional Rezoning of Parcel 80-07-002-010-00 from AG to Industrial.  The VBCPC felt the agreement had merit as the property is a non-conforming use in the AG district currently.  However there was discussion on the ownership of the parcel and noted that the owner (on the contract) is not the deed holder of record. This issue presents a gray area that if unresolved could pose a problem at a future date.  Also there was comment on the 14 day limit a car could be placed out front for sale.  It was mentioned this is not a lot of time to sell a car.  
No motion was made just the aforementioned comments
PA 116 reviews (1)  Decatur Twp:  Doroh/Stermer motion unanimous vote to recommend approval for PA 116 application  by Berrybrook Investment LLC. In Section 31 Decatur Twp.
Waverly Twp. Master Plan Public Hearing: Discussed need to get Zoning & Master Plan Map resolved.  No motion needed.  Will review recommendations of amendment by Waverly PC if needed.
Jerry Campbell Escused Leave:  Motion Selles/Doroh to excuse Campbell from November-March VBCPC meetings.  Unanimouse Vote Motion carried.

Meeting Adjourned  9:00  Doroh/ Stermer  Motion
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