Van Buren County Planning Commission

August 27, 2008

219 Paw Paw St.  Paw Paw

Minutes

Call to Order: 6:30 pm

Members in attendance: Jerry Campbell, Richard Corwin, Jim Ray Ted Thar, Connie Selles, Pam Stermer, 
Absent:  Scott Cedarquist, Jeff Radtke, Kurt Doroh, Celinda Gilmore
Public present:  Don Mackeller, Decatur; Bill Mihelich, Paw Paw; Tom Erdmann, South Haven; Julie Pioch (attending in for Mike Pioch), Paw Paw; Dave Foerster, Paw Paw
Agenda: approved after suggested amendment by Stermer/Ray Motion

Minutes of July 23, 2008: Approved on a Selles/ Corwin motion  

Public Comment: None
Reports:  

County Commissioner – Commissioner Ray reported see below.
Southwestern Michigan Planning Commission (SWMPC) Representative – None
Local visits –None
Unfinished Business:  Phosphorous Ban Ordinance -  Commissioner Ray updated the board on the status of the ordinance.  Ordinance was approved pending review by county attorney prior to formal adoption.
New Business: 


Antwerp Twp. Zoning Amendment review:  Motion Selles/Ray to concur with Antwerp Planning Commission’s recommendation to their Township Board to approve the rezoning of the 80-02-007-060-00 from R-2 to Commercial.  Also noted was the good use of Conditional Zoning by Antwerp and the Land owner.
Chuck Eckenstahler Presentation on Land Preservation: Mr. Eckenstahler presented the concepts used by St. Joseph County in developing their Master Plan, which included a top down approach for Land Preservation.  He was then kind enough to sit through a lengthy question and answer session by the VBCPC and Land Preservation Board.  A motion was made Selles/Stermer and unanimously carried to update the master plan, and members of the county planning commission will attempt to meet with the Township Supervisors group in attempts of gaining support/participation and sharing resources to develop a county-wide target area map.  VBCPC will discuss at upcoming meeting.
Meeting Adjourned  9:00  Ray/ Corwin  Motion
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