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Taxpayers and residents always want to know if there tax dollars are put to good use.  You have every 

right to expect your local government; whether it is a Village, City, Township or County, is spending your tax 
dollars wisely and efficiently.  Taxes in the Village are not the highest or the lowest of area Villages & Cities. 

Village officials try very hard to provide the best services at the best 
cost because they know taxpayers and residents expect this.   
 While every local unit of government is different, the information 
provided below allows you to look at the charter millage rates and extra voted 
millage rates of all 11 City and Villages in Van Buren County.  Tax rates in the 
Village of Paw Paw are not the highest – nor the lowest. 
 In the Village of Paw Paw, your tax dollars provide services that 
taxpayers and residents have said they wanted.  This includes a local police 
department, support for the local fire department, well maintained streets 
and parks, and a government that takes care of its business efficiently. 

Locally paid taxes provide less than half of the funds the Village uses to 
operate – just 46% of the Villages revenues.  Fees and charges for services 
make up roughly 38% of the revenues the Village receives.  The remaining 
revenue - 16% - comes to the Village in the form of State Shared Revenue 
funds.  The later, State Shared Revenue was negotiated between the state and 
communities over the past several decades as the state limited local tax levies.  

In exchange for the loss of revenues, the State promised them a portion of the state sales tax. For the past 
several years, the state has frozen these funds. 
 While only Covert Township in Van Buren County has its own police department, taxes paid to Van 
Buren County (0.5351 mils countywide) provide basic law enforcement services in townships.  Some townships 
contract with the Sheriff’s Department for extra dedicated coverage in their township.  Of the 18 townships in 
Van Buren County, 4 have a specific millage for dedicated law enforcement services.  Those that contract with 
the Sheriff’s Department use their special law enforcement millage or pay for it out of their general fund.  Many 
find it less expensive to contract with the Sheriff’s Department than have their own police department. 

Most of the 11 City and Villages in Van Buren County find a need for 24/7/365 police coverage and 
have their own department.  A few do contract with the Sheriff’s Department for 
dedicated coverage law enforcement services in their Village or City.   

Local Police departments are generally expensive services to provide.  In the 
Village of Paw Paw, the police department cost over $734,000 last year.  That means 
73 cents of every tax dollar the Village collects goes to fund the Village police 
department.  Other revenues (see above) help make sure the Village can provide other 
services. 

Last year, the Village spent almost $700,000 in its Department of Public 
Services ($510,000) and in its Parks and Recreation budget ($180,000).  The 
Operation to maintain Village streets, buildings and parks cost approximately 

$700,000 last year.  Funding general staff and services for Village Hall, the 
Planning Commission, and providing inspections and code enforcement make 
up the rest of the Village general expenses of almost $2,000,000 budget.   

Funding for streets is provided by State ACT 51 (gas tax) monies and 
by a local special voted millage of 4.5299 mils. 

Electric, Water and Sewer operations is not a part of this as they have 
their get their revenues from sales. 
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  Unit Total Unit Unit Total Unit Combined Unit 
Unit of Government Operating Rank Special Voted  Rank Total Local Rank 

  Millage   Millage   Millage   

Bloomingdale Village 8.3834 9 13.3532 1 21.7366 2 
Breedsville Village 5.8997 10 0.0000 11 5.8997 11 

Decatur Village 11.5492 4 4.8475 5 16.3967 5 
Lawrence Village 11.0627 7 4.4248 7 15.4875 8 

Lawton Village 11.4594 5 3.4642 8 14.9236 9 
Mattawan Village 4.4473 11 3.0000 9 7.4473 10 
Paw Paw Village 11.3252 6 4.5299 6 15.8551 7 

Bangor City 14.3604 2 8.1792 2 22.5396 1 
Gobles City 14.9900 1 0.8917 10 15.8817 6 
Hartford City 12.5463 3 4.9096 4 17.4559 3 

South Haven City 10.2850 8 6.3075 3 16.5925 4 
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