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."This isa great gift to enjoy forever" 


County. Friends dediCate North POint pal'll 

By Deborah Klinger . 

"This is the best example of 
how government should work," 
said Van Buren County Com­
missioner Tom· Erdman at . last . 
Thursday's dedication celebrat­
inga conservation easement for 
South Haven's lakeshore North 
Point Conservation Park 

lr} 2007, Van ~uren County 
CommiSSioners heard a recom~ 
mendation from Van Buren 
County's Long-Range Planning 

- Committee to sell 400 feet of 
lakefront . property located in 
South Haven Township next to 
the Van BUren State Park, com­
monly Irnow as North Point, to 
help fund future county im­
provements. Hundreds of peo­
ple, jnc!uding a South Haven 

. Boy Scout Troop, voiced oppo­
sition against selling the 'Lake 
Michigan beach front, which led 
commissioners to form an ad­
hoc committee, The Friends of 
North Point. 

The. committee evaluated' 
the county's use of the park and 
presented a' plan . to comrhis­
sioners that included a recom­
mendation that the county part­
ner With the Southwest Michi­
gan Land Conservancy' for a 
conservation easement on· the 
property to protect the 17.acres 

_~

ofpristine woods, and allow the 
property to remain as a public 
park for generations to come; 

Commissioners agreed to 
the Land Conservancy recom-· 

· mendation as long, as the 
Friends of North Point coUld 
raise the $10,000 needed to 
implement' the conservancy. 
With .the help of generous 
~donors, the Friends of North 
Point reached that goal Within 
three weeks~ 

In November 2009, Van 
Buren County Coinmissioners 

· approVed a eonservationease­
ment for North Point Park and, 

· With the easement officially in 
place, celebrated With a rededi­
cation ofthe park last week. 

"The power we can have 
when peopl'e come together is 
shown here. Thank you to the 

· coiUInissioners for listening to 
us," said,' Marcy Colclough, 
Senior Planner With the Sout1\.,. 
west Michigan Planning Com­
mission.' 

According to Colclough, 230 
people .submitted comments 
and over' 1,400 people. signed 
petitions to help keep the prop­
erty a public park "We've had 
an incredible amount of support 
to get to this point today. This 
day is special to dedicate this 

beautiful property. " 
Maureen· Lewandowski, of 

The Friends of North Point, also 
expressed gratitude to the com­

.' missioners, and to the donors 
whQgave financial gifts,to the 
project, "I'm. grateful that oUr 
board was.up to this . process 
and agreed to venture forward 
With it to comp~etion," Lewan­
dowskisaid.· "I'm gratefUl" that 
North Point has.the conserva- . 
tio!) easement, not because we . 
can. enjoy North . Point-- I'm 
gr~teful heCause future genera:­

.tionsWilI be able to enjoy this 
county-owned park. 

. '''Having the conservation 
,easement makes North Point a 
fotever park for the future rami­
ll~s and people in Van Buren' 
Cqqnty, The"conservation ease­
Irt~p.tqlliets doVvn the nagging 
vojCe;of', <cmllda-shoulda-woUl.. '. 
da,' as now NQrth Point Will be 
pregerveq . forever;" . ·said 
Lewandows¥,i/, .. <''';. . .... . 

"This.wasfllf~1ftisual 'pro} 
ect, beC(,tuse..itjs.th~tonly con­

. servati6rroU'torga:ruiiation ·has 
for propertY:iJ,.(JwI\edby the gov­
ernment.Bi'i'f;·,;we got it done 
because of the .~onu:nitment of 
many people," said Peter Ter 
Low, Executive Director' for the 
Southwest Michigan Land' 

,Conservancy. "This. is a great 
gift to eni oy ~.orever:" 

v
Following the dediCation 

cer.emony, the Southwest 
Michigan Land ConserVancy and 
local boy scouts assisted With 
publlc tours of the North Point 
property. 
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Representatives of the Van 

County Commission, the Friends of 

North Point, the Southwest Michigan 

Land Conservancy, area boy scouts, 

and others met near South Haven 

lastThursday to dedicate as a public 

park 17 acres of Lake Michigan 

property now under land conservan­

cy through the efforts of Van Buren 

County officials and interested citi­

zens. Taking part in the brief cere­

mony were, at right, from left: VB Co. 

Commissioner Donald Hanson, 

Maureen Lewandowski of the 

Friends of North Point, Peter Ter 

Low, executive director of SW Mich­

igan Land Conservancy, Mary Col­

. clough of the Southwest Michigan 

Planning Commission, VB Co, Com­

missioner Tom Erdman, and VB Co. 

Attorney Harold Schuitmaker. 

Former state representatives Mick 
 Courier-Leader photoslDebroah Klinger 
and Mary A'1n Middaugh, above, 

were among those interested in the 

project. 





