Hazard Mitigation Planning Fact Sheet

Van Buren County 

What is a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

A hazard mitigation plan:

· identifies, analyzes and prioritizes hazards in the county (severe weather, tornadoes, fires, hazard materials incidents, etc.)

· strives to reduce the impact* of hazards on people and property through the coordination of resources, programs, and authorities. 

*A significant impact is the cost associated with disasters (business closures, injuries or loss of life, claims of community liability, interruption of essential services, higher insurance rates, etc.).  The plan will help to reduce these costs to a community.

Why is the County developing a Hazard Mitigation Plan?

- It is required by FEMA to remain eligible for hazard mitigation grant funds

- To effectively increase the county’s capacity and ability to reduce the damage caused by hazards.


Why are we involving the local units of government (cities/villages/townships)?

- Local units of government must either create a plan or participate in the county’s plan to be eligible for future grant funding.   

- The county is offering local participation in the county plan to save costs and to efficiently coordinate the implementation of the plan.  

- The county wants to ensure that the needs and concerns of the local units are covered in the plan.  

- Mitigation strategies may need to be implemented at the local level or with cooperation from the local units.  

Some opportunities for the local units of government to have input into the process:

1.  Fill out and return the community profile and hazard identification worksheets that was provided by the Sheriff’s Office and Southwestern Michigan Commission by the end of February.

2.  Adopt a resolution that will outline participation and support of the planning process.  (A sample resolution is available at www.vbco.org - click on Hazard Mitigation Planning Resources.)

3.  Attend meetings to develop and prioritize hazards and mitigation strategies.  Each local unit of government will receive a notice in the mail or an e-mail regarding upcoming meetings.

4.  Van Buren County staff will present the draft plan to each local unit at a board/council meeting.  Comments will be incorporated into the plan after these meetings.

5.  Each local unit will be presented with a resolution of support for the plan before the county commission adopts the plan.  

