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Why is erosion and sediment control important? 
Sediment is the greatest pollutant by volume entering our lakes and streams.  Sediment is the 
product of uncontrolled erosion.  Everyone in Michigan is affected by erosion and off-site 
sedimentation.  Erosion and sedimentation result in:  loss of fertile topsoil, filling of lakes and 
streams, increased flooding, damage to plant and animal life, and structural damage to buildings 
and roads. 
 
Construction is one of the major causes of erosion in Michigan.  Without proper planning and 
management, over 100 tons of sediment per acre per year can be generated on some construction 
sites. 
 
Why was Part 91 passed? 
The primary intent of Part 91 is to protect the waters of the state and adjacent properties by 
minimizing erosion and controlling off-site sedimentation. 
 
What activities require a permit? 
A permit is required for any earth change that disturbs one or more acres, or is within 500 feet of a 
lake or stream.  Exempted activities include plowing and tilling for crop production and some 
logging and mining activities.  Access roads to the logging and mining sites and ancillary activities 
associated with logging and mining operations are not exempt.  The removal of clay, gravel, sand, 
peat, or topsoil is not considered “mining” and therefore requires a permit. 
 
Where do I obtain a permit? 
Counties have the primary responsibility for issuing permits.  In some cases, cities, villages, and 
townships have assumed permitting responsibility within their jurisdictions.  Permit applications can 
be obtained from the respective county or municipal agencies.  A list of county and municipal 
enforcing agencies can be found on the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) 
Homepage at: www.michigan.gov/deqwb (click on “SESC” towards bottom of page). 
 
What information is required in the permit application? 
The applicant must submit an application that provides specific information such as the name of 
the on-site responsible person, location and size of the earth change, description of the earth 
change, and project starting and ending dates.  The applicant must also submit a SESC plan that 
includes the following information: 
1. A map showing the site location, predominant land features, proximity to lakes, streams and 
 wetlands, and contour intervals or slope information. 
2. Soils information. 
3. Physical limits of each earth change. 
4. Location of existing and proposed on-site drainage patterns and dewatering facilities. 
5. Timing and sequence of each proposed earth change. 
6. Description of all temporary and permanent erosion and sedimentation control measures. 
7. A schedule for maintaining all control measures. 
8. Any other information required by the permitting agency. 
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What principles should be considered when developing a SESC plan? 
1. Integrate the overall construction design and activities to fit the physical features of the site. 
2. Stage construction and stabilization activities to minimize the area and duration of disturbance. 
3. Identify control measures that will minimize erosion. 
4. Identify controls that will prevent off-site sedimentation.  Sediment control should not be  
  used as a substitution for erosion control, but rather in conjunction with erosion control. 
5. Establish an inspection and maintenance schedule. 
 
What do I do to help me comply with Part 91? 
1. Obtain a permit from the appropriate county or municipal enforcing agency. 
2. Install all temporary and permanent soil erosion and sediment control (SESC) measures in 

accordance with the approved SESC plan and special permit conditions. 
3. Inspect all projects at least weekly and after every rainfall event to evaluate the  
  effectiveness of the SESC measures. 
4. Maintain and/or replace all SESC measures per plan requirements or as needed based on 

the site inspections. 
5. Notify the permitting agency for a final inspection when project is completed. 
 
Are there penalties for not complying with permit conditions or Part 91? 
Yes, there are several: 
1. A person may be subject to a civil fine of up to $25,000 for each day of violation. 
2. A cease and desist order or injunction may be issued until compliance is obtained. 
3. The permitting agency may install or maintain control measures to bring the site into 
 compliance with Part 91 and bill the landowner for the costs incurred. 
4. A person may be ordered to restore all areas affected by the violation. 
 
Who do I call if I have additional questions? 
Questions should be directed to the appropriate county or municipal enforcing agency or to the 
following Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) staff in the Water Bureau: 
 

DEQ Districts Staff Telephone Numbers E-Mail Addresses 
Cadillac Matt Johnstone 231-775-3960 Ext 6362 johnstom@michigan.gov
Grand Rapids 
(Kent, Muskegon, Newaygo, 
Oceana, Ottawa Counties) 
 
(Barry, Ionia, Mecosta &  
Montcalm Counties) 

 
Brandie Stefanski 
 
Amanda St. Amour 

 
616-356-0211 
 
616-356-0215 

 
stefansb@michigan.gov 
 
stamoura@michigan.gov 

Jackson Tom Torongo 517-7807927 torongot@michigan.gov  
Kalamazoo 
(Berrien, Branch, Cass,  
St. Joseph, Van Buren Counties) 
 
(Allegan, Calhoun, Kalamazoo 
(Counties) 

 
Jerrod Sanders 
 
Sarah VanDelfzijl 

 
269-567-3579 
 
269-567-3515 

 
sandersjo@michigan.gov 
 
vandelfzijls@michigan.gov 

Lansing Lisa Warner 517-335-6117 warnerlc@michigan.gov 
Saginaw Bay 
(all counties except the following   
three) 
 
(Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac 
Counties) 

Bob Lehmann 
 
 
Matt Siler 

989-686-8025 Ext 8260 
 
 
989-6868025 Ext 

lehmannr@michigan.gov 
 
 
silerm@michigan.gov 

SE Michigan  
(Oakland County) 
 
(Macomb, St. Clair Counties) 
 
(Wayne County) 

Jennifer Tewkesbury 
 
Becky Loftus 
 
Cheryl Petroski  

586-753-3789 
 
586-753-3739 
 
586-753-3718 

tewkesburyj@michigan.gov 
 
loftusr1@micigan.gov 
 
petrosc1@michigan.gov 

Upper Peninsula (Western) Lindsey Ringuette 906-346-8518 ringuetl@michigan.gov 
Upper Peninsula (Eastern) Mitch Koetje 906-346-8519 koetjem@michigan.gov 

 


