
 

 
VAN BUREN COUNTY 

DIRECTORY 
2011-2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREPARED BY 
Tina Leary  

Van Buren County Clerk  
 

COMPLIMENTS OF 
Van Buren County Board of Commissioners  



 
 

 

 
Dear Friends of Van Buren County, 
 

 This 2011-2012 Directory is provided as a tool to enhance 

communication with all levels of government.  The Directory  

includes information for contacting elected officials holding 

local, state and national offices and is organized according to 

county, city, township and village office. 
  

 The information contained is the most current available 

at the time of its printing.  However, some changes will occur 

and updated information can be obtained by contacting this  

office.  Copies of this Directory are available upon request.  The 

Directory is also available online at www.vbco.org. 
  

 It is a privilege and an honor to serve as your County 

Clerk.  We continue to strive to provide the citizens of Van Buren 

County with the most efficient and complete service we can.  The 

County Clerks Office is located on the main floor of the County 

Courthouse in Paw Paw. 
 

Tina Leary, Van Buren County Clerk 

learyt@vbco.org 

(269) 657 -8218, Option 6 

 
 
Van Buren County  
 
    producing  
 
      good things  
 
         for you . . .  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
OFFICE HOURS 

 
MONDAY ï FRIDAY 

8:30 a.m. TO 5:00 p.m.  
 

COUNTY OFFICES ARE CLOSED 
FOR THE FOLLOWING LEGAL  HOLIDAYS  

 
 

NEW YEARôS DAY 
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY  

PRESIDENTôS DAY 
MEMORIAL DAY  

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
LABOR DAY  

VETERANS DAY 
THANKSGIVING DAY  

DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING  
CHRISTMAS EVE 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
NEW YEARôS EVE 
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Van Buren County Web -Site   
 

The Van Buren County Community Center web-site was 
launched in 2002 .  The web-site hosts information about such 
topics as Agriculture, Economic Development, Tourism, Natural 
Features, Services & Service Organizations within the 
County.  A calendar of community events and scheduled 
meetings will be available.  There is also a Local Government 
section which will provide contact information, links to websites, 
as well as downloadable forms from offices at the City, Village, 
Township, County and State level.  Finally, there is an 
interactive mapping section with such map layers as Tax 
Parcels, Soil Survey, National Wetlands Inventory, Census 
Population & Housing Data, Local Zoning, Roads, Hydrology, 
and Digital Orthophotography.  
 
 
Our intent is to host a website that anyone can access via an 
internet connection, which serves to direct or answer questions 
on just about any topic asked in Van Buren County.  The site 
allows the public to access information, reducing the need to go 
to several offices.  It can be used by local planners to make 
informed decisions, or by local business people such as realtors, 
appraisers, speculators, and developers .   
  
To visit the Van Buren County Community Center, go to 
http://www.vbco.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vbco.org
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A HISTORY OF VAN BUREN COUNTY  
 

Van Buren County is located in Southwest Michigan bordering on Lake 
Michigan on the West and Kalamazoo County on the East.  Its Southern 
border is 21 miles from the Indiana stateline and on the North it borders 
Allegan County.  The County is known as the fruit basket of Michigan.  
The growing season opens with asparagus harvest in May and closes 
in the fall with apples and grapes.  The Lawton, Porter and Paw Paw 
area is the grape capital of the County with each accommodating the 
fruit processors and wineries.  Bangor, Bloomingdale, Hartford and 
Lawrence grow premium peaches and apples; Keeler has extensive 
strawberry beds and the large blueberry plantations are located in 
Columbia and Geneva. 
 
Van Buren County has a proud history paralleling the story of 
statehood.  Settled for the most part by New York Dutch and New 
Englanders, it was formed into a County by an Act of the Legislative 
Council of Michigan and approved October 29, 1829, in the same Act 
that created Cass, Berrien and Kalamazoo Counties.  It was not until 
1837 that the people of Van Buren County were deemed sufficiently 
numerous to justify them in assuming the responsibilities of local self 
government.  On March 18, 1837 an Act organizing the County was 
approved by the Governor of Michigan. 
 
The first election of County Officers was held on the second Monday of 
April 1837 and the following were elected: Wolcott H. Keeler and Jay R. 
Monroe, Associate Justices; Jeremiah H. Simmons, Judge of Probate; 
Samuel Gunton, Sheriff; Nathaniel Starkweather, County Clerk and 
Daniel O. Dodge, Treasurer.  The first Courthouse originally fronting the 
Paw Paw Main Street is now used as the Paw Paw Village Hall and is 
located at 111 East Michigan Avenue.  The present Courthouse was 
formally dedicated in 1901 and was made possible by a $50,000 
subscription by Paw Paw businessmen when South Haven threatened 
to wrest the County Seat from Paw Paw.  Total cost of the present 
Courthouse and the old Jail was $120,000. 
 
Dedicated January 26, 1963 a $4,000,000 addition to the County Jail 
was completed with the final architect fee retired at the 1963 June 
session of Van Buren County Board of Supervisors.  This addition 
adjoined the old Jail and housed an additional 55 prisoners.  In May of 
1981 remodeling of this addition was contracted for $134,141. and 
completed in 1982.  Renovation of the old Jail was completed in 1987 at 
costs of approximately $180,000.  In 2001 another addition and 
remodeling of the jail was completed, the County Building Authority 
secured bonds for $1,935,000 for cost. 
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The Courthouse Annex was dedicated in July 1976 and houses 7th 
District Court East on the main floor.  In September 1977 the Probate 
and Juvenile Courts moved in on the second floor.  The total cost of the 
Annex Building was $663,000.  At end of 2000  the original County 
Records Building located on Main Street in Paw Paw was damaged 
extensively by fire.  The State Probation offices located in that building 
had to be moved and now occupy part of the lower level in Courthouse 
and Annex Building.  This building was renovated in 2001, funds from 
fire insurance, and is now occupied by County Economic Development  
Office and has also provided space for the Courthouse Restoration  
Committee to meet and where the Courthouse time capsule of 1901 
contents are displayed. 
 
The Department of Human Services and Health Department Building 
located on C.R. 681 in Hartford was put into use in May 1974 at a cost 
of $446,000 and an addition in October 1978 was completed at a cost 
of $605,000.  In 1991 the County completed construction of a new 
building located on C.R. 681 to house DHS and the 1974 building was 
renovated to house Public and Mental Health.  Bonding in the amount 
of $3,900,000 was obtained for new construction.  The Animal Shelter 
located off C.R. 681 at Hartford was constructed in January 1978 at a 
cost of $125,000. 
 
The Van Buren County Building West at 1007  East Wells Street in 
South Haven was dedicated in June, 1980 at a cost of $745,000.  This 
building houses the 7th District Court West.  In 1988 the lower level of 
this building was remodeled at cost of $215,000 and provides space for  
a satellite office for District Public Health.  The County Annexed 21.5 
acres of Paw Paw Township property to Village of Paw Paw and 
purchased said land in 1989 for future expansion.  The first building 
dedicated October 26, 1990 houses Community Mental Health and a 
satellite Public Health Office on this property.  The County bonded for 
this first building in amount of $2,200,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4 

 
 
The upper and lower domes of the Courthouse had to be removed from 
the top of the building for restructuring and repair.  This historic project 
was completed in 1999 at a cost of $249,654.  In the year 2000 the 
county erected a new Maintenance Building on County property on 
Hazen Street in Paw Paw at a cost of $139,425.   
 
In 2001 the main floor of the Courthouse restoration was completed at 
cost of $234,882. and houses the offices of the County Clerk on East 
side and the Prosecuting Attorney on West side.  Dedication of this 
Restoration along with the next 100 year time capsule being laid in 
Courthouse cornerstone was held on October 25, 2001. 
 
Van Buren County, named after U.S. President Martin Van Buren, has 
come a long way since its residents traded with the Potawattomi Indians 
and followed their trails with pioneer roads.  Population trends indicate it 
is located in a growing area of the state. 
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DATES OF FIRST RECORDS IN 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK 

 
County Incorporated ....................................................................1829 
 
Marriages .....................................................................................1836 
 
Births ...........................................................................................1867 
 
Deaths .........................................................................................1867 
 
Courthouse Cornerstone Laid ......................................................1901 
 
Time Capsule Courthouse Cornerstone Laid ...............................2001 
 

POPULATION TREND OF 
VAN BUREN COUNTY 

 
1840 ............................................................................................1,910 
 
1860 .......................................................................................... 15,224 
 
1880 .......................................................................................... 30,807 
 
1900 .......................................................................................... 33,274 
 
1930 .......................................................................................... 32,637 
 
1940 .......................................................................................... 35,111 
 
1950 .......................................................................................... 39,184 
 
1960 .......................................................................................... 48,395 
 
1970 .......................................................................................... 56,173 
 
1980 .......................................................................................... 66,814 

 
1990 .......................................................................................... 70,060 
 
2000 .......................................................................................... 76,263 
 
2010 .......................................................................................... 76,258 
 
Though Van Buren County is known as an agricultural county, suburbia 
is invading its borders.  Population increases reflects the East side is 
the growth area and the Countyôs location on the Lake Michigan shore-
line indicates the trend of increased tourism. 
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CENSUS BY TOWNSHIP 
VILLAGE AND CITY  

 
 
 
AREA      2000  2010       2000  2010 
 
VAN BUREN COUNTY       76,263           76,258 
 
Almena Township                       4,226            4,992 
Antwerp Township       10,813          12,182 
Township     6,298               8,200 
Lawton Village     1,859  1,898 
Mattawan Village     2,536  1,997 
Paw Paw Village pt.       87 
Arlington Township        2,075             2,073 
Bangor City         1,933             1,885 
Bangor Township         2,121             2,121 
Bloomingdale Township               3,364             3,103 
Township     2,836              2,649 
Village         528    454 
Columbia Township        2,714             2,588 
Township                  2,479              2,389 
Breedsville Village      235    199     
Covert Township         3,141             2,888 
Decatur Township        3,916             3,726 
Township                  2,078              1,943   
Village      1,838              1,783 
Geneva Township                      3,975             3,573 
Gobles City           815   829 
Hamilton Township       1,797             1,489 
Hartford City        2,476             2,688 
Hartford Township       3,159             3,274 
Keeler Township        2,601             2,169 
Lawrence Township       3,341             3,259 
Township     2,282             2,263  
Village      1,059                996 
Paw Paw Township       7,091             7,041 
Township     3,728             3,596 
Village      3,171             3,445 
Pine Grove Township      2,773             2,773 
Porter Township       2,406             2,406 
South Haven City       5,013             5,013 
South Haven Township      4,046             4,046 
Waverly Township                   2,467             2,467 
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U.S. OFFICIALS 

 
President (D) ............................................................... Barack Obama 
Vice President (D)................................................................ Joe Biden 
 

U.S. SENATORS FROM MICHIGAN 
 

Debbie Stabenow (D) ....................... 133 Hart Senate Office Building 
....................................................................... Washington D.C. 20510 
........................................................................ Phone: (202) 224-4822 
.................................................................................... Michigan Office 
............................................................. 3280 Beltline Court, Suite 400 
...................................................................... Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
....................................... Phone: (616) 975-0052 Fax (616) 975-5764 
................................. E-Mail Address: senator@stabenow.senate.gov 
 
Carl Levin (D) ........................................... 269 Russell Office Building 
....................................................................... Washington D.C. 20510 
........................................................................ Phone: (202) 224-6221 
............................................................... 110 Michigan NW, Suite 720 
...................................................................... Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
........................................................................ Phone: (616) 456-2531 
......................................... E-Mail Address: senator@levin.senate.gov 
 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 
6th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT  

 
Fred Upton (R) ..................................................... 2183 Rayburn Bldg. 
....................................................................... Washington D.C. 20515 
...................................... Phone: (202) 225-3761 Fax: (202) 225-4986 
.................................................................................... District Offices: 
................................................. 800 Ship St., #106, St. Joseph 49085 
...................................... Phone: (269) 982-1986 Fax: (269) 982-0237 
........................ 157 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 180, Kalamazoo 49007 
...................................... Phone: (269) 385-0039 Fax: (269) 385-2888 
......................................... E-Mail Address: tellupton@mail.house.gov 
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN OFFICIALS  
 

Rick Snyder, (R)  .................................................................. Governor 
.......................................................... P.O. Box 30013, Lansing 48909 
........................................................................ Phone: (517) 373-3400 
Brian Calley ........................................................ Lieutenant Governor 
Ruth Johnson ......................................................... Secretary of State 
Bill Schuette ............................................................. Attorney General 
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STATE SENATORS  

 
Tonya Schuitmaker (R) ................................................... State Senate 
20th District ....................................................... State Capitol Building 
 ................................................................................... P.O. Box 30036 
 .....................................................................Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 ................................ Telephone: (517) 373-0793 Fax: (517) 373-5607 
 .................................................................... Toll Free 1-866-305-2120 
District Office........................... 157 South Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 170
 ............................................................... Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 ................................................................. Telephone: (269) 226-0124 
 .................................. E-Mail: sentschuitmaker@senate.michigan.gov 
 
John Proos (R) ................................................................ State Senate 
21st District ........................................................ 820 Farnum Building 
 ................................................................................... P.O. Box 30036 
 .....................................................................Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 ................................................................. Telephone: (517) 373-6960 
 ............................................................................ Fax: (517) 373-0897 
 ................................................................... Toll Free: 1-866-305-2121 
 ............................................ E-Mail: senjproos@senate.michigan.gov 
 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 

Aric Nesbitt (R) ................................................... State Representative 
80th District ........................................... N1099 House Office Building 
 ................................................................................... P.O. Box 30014 
 ........................................................... Lansing, Michigan 48909-7514 
 ................................................................. Telephone: (517) 373-0839 
 ............................................................................ Fax: (517) 373-5940 
 .................................................................... Toll Free 1-800-577-6212 
 ....................................................... E-mail: aricnesbitt@house.mi.gov 

 
 

MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT 
 

Chief Justice Robert P. Young, Jr. 
Justice Michael F. Cavanagh 

Justice Marilyn Kelly 
Justice Diane M. Hathaway 
Justice Stephen J. Markman  

Justice Mary Beth Kelly 
Justice Brian K. Zahra 
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ELECTED OFFICES 
 

2011-2012 VAN BUREN COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

John Mike Henry  ................................................................... District 1 
315 Michigan Ave., South Haven, Michigan 49090 
Phone: (269) 214-6496 (Home) 
 
Susan Hammond ................................................................... District 2 
P.O. Box 84, Breedsville, MI 49027 
Phone: (269) 427-7281 (Home)  
 
Richard Godfrey..................................................................... District 3 
00491 38 1/2 St., Bloomingdale, MI 49026 
Phone: (269) 521-7685 (Home)  
 
Richard W. Freestone ............................................................ District 4 
31002 60th Avenue, Bangor, Michigan 49013 
Phone: (269) 427-7674 (Home) 
 
Mike Toth.. ............................................................................. District 5 
51640 35 1/2 Street, Paw Paw, Michigan 49079 
Phone: (269) 655-1814 (Work) 
 
Donald A. Hanson, Vice Chairman ........................................ District 6 
75406 56th Street, Decatur, Michigan 49045 
Phone: (269) 674-8780 (Home) 
 
Christopher C. Randall, Chairman ......................................... District 7 
300 W. White Oak Road, Lawton, Michigan 49065 
Phone: (269) 624-4811 (Home) FAX: (269) 624-7368 
 
 

SCHEDULED MEETINGS WILL BE POSTED  
 

Committee of the Whole and Board of Commissioners Meetings 
are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, beginning at 4:30 p.m.  
in the Commissioners Room  located on the second floor 

of the Administration & Land Services Building. 
 

Commissioners Office: Located in Administrators Office 
Mailing Address:  

219 E. Paw Paw Street Suite 303, Paw Paw, MI 49079  
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DISTRICT #1   POPULATION 10579 
All of South Haven Township, all of the City of South Haven, and that 
portion of Covert Township lying North of the following line: Beginning 
on the Western edge of Covert Township, following Fire Lane 2 to Blue 
Star Highway, South on Blue Star Highway, to Fire Lane 6 to I-96 to  
C.R. 378, East on C.R. 378 to Brandywine Creek, follow creek South to 
34th Avenue, to the Township Line. 
 
DISTRICT #2  POPULATION 10697 
All of Geneva Township, Columbia Township, Arlington Township, and 
the City of Bangor. 
 
DISTRICT #3  POPULATION 11178 
All of Bloomingdale Township, Pine Grove Township, Almena 
Township, and the City of Gobles. 
 
DISTRICT #4  POPULATION 10702 
The South half of Covert Township, all of Bangor Township, Hartford 
Township, and the City of Hartford, and that portion of Lawrence 
Township lying westerly of the centerline of C.R. 673 from the North 
Township Line to the Village limits and all lands lying Westerly of C.R. 
365 from the South Village Line to the South Township. 
 
DISTRICT #5  POPULATION 11321 
All of Waverly Township, all of Paw Paw Township, and the portion of 
Antwerp Township lying Northwesterly of a line along the centerlines of 
roads as follows: Beginning at 27th Street at the North Line of Antwerp 
Township, then South on 27th Street to Red Arrow Highway, thence 
Southwesterly on Red Arrow Highway to C.R. 657, then South on C.R. 
657 to 60th Avenue, then West on 60th Avenue to 30th Street, then 
South on 30th Street to 62nd Avenue to M-40 Highway, then 
Northwesterly on M-40 Highway to the West line of Antwerp Township.  
(Precinct 3)  
 
DISTRICT #6  POPULATION 10330 
All of Keeler Township, Hamilton Township, and Decatur Township, and 
the remaining portion of Lawrence Township including the Village of 
Lawrence. 
 
DISTRICT #7  POPULATION 11456 
The remainder of Antwerp Township and all of Porter Township. 
 
 
NOTE:  These population numbers are from the 2000 Census. 



12 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
Courthouse Main Floor  

212 E. Paw Paw Street, Ste. 102, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1498 
Telephone: (269) 657 -8236 
Victimôs Rights (269) 657-8239 

Fax: (269) 657-1944 

 
Juris Kaps .......................................................................... Prosecutor 
Keith A. Robinson ..................................... Chief Assistant Prosecutor 
Michael J. Bedford ..............................................Assistant Prosecutor 
Lynda M. Pioch ...................................................Assistant Prosecutor 
Cory Johnson ......................................................Assistant Prosecutor 
Jay Blair ..............................................................Assistant Prosecutor 
Margaret Grote ........................................................... Legal Assistant 
Debi Stevens .............................................................. Legal Assistant 
Teresa Svilpe .............................................. Victim Rights Coordinator 
Carolyn Doornhaag ........................................ Victim Rights Secretary 
 

 
VAN BUREN COUNTY CLERK  

Courthouse Main Floor, Suite 101  
212 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1496 

Telephone (269) 657 -8218, Option 6  
FAX: (269) 657-8298 

 
Tina Leary ....................................................................... County Clerk 
Suzie Roehm ........................................................ Chief Deputy Clerk 
Susan Blower .................................................................. Deputy Clerk 
Margarita Garcia ............................................................. Deputy Clerk 
Elizabeth MacDonald ...................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Sue H. Ray ..................................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Peg Ott.................................................... Supervisor Data Processing 
Tonda Houston .................................. Deputy Clerk/ Data Processing 
 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY TREASURER  
Administration & Land Services Building First Floor  

219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 101 Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1423 
Telephone: (269) 657 -8228 

FAX (269) 657-6628 
 

Karen Makay ........................................................................ Treasurer 
Karen MacDonald .......................................... Chief Deputy Treasurer 
Michele Markus ........................................................ Deputy Treasurer 
Jill Casanto .............................................................. Deputy Treasurer 
Evie Longshore ..................................... (Part Time) Deputy Treasurer 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS 
Administration & Land Services Building First Floor  

219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 102 Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1497 
Telephone (269) 657 -8242  

FAX (269) 657-0674  
 

Carole L. Motycka ................................................... Register of Deeds 
Maggie Anderson..............................................Chief Deputy Register 
Jill Arnold ................................................................... Deputy Register 

 
VAN BUREN COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER  

Administration & Land Services Building Third Floor  
 219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 301 Paw Paw, MI 49079 ï1492 

Telephone (269) 657 -8241 
FAX (269) 657-0176 

 
Joe Parman ........................................................ Drain Commissioner 
Georgia Massura .................................... Deputy Drain Commissioner 
Brandon Kulhanek .......... Soil Erosion/Drain Maintenance Supervisor 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY SURVEYOR 
 Administration & Land Services Building Third Floor  

P.O. Box 121, 219 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079  
Telephone (269) 657 -6021 and (269) 521-6082 

FAX (269) 657-6022 
 

Donald Gilchrist ........................................................ County Surveyor  
Charles Lossie .............................................. Deputy County Surveyor 
Dallas Pierse .............................................................. Chief of Parties 
 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT  
205 South Kalamazoo Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1594 

Administration (269) 657 -2006 
Detective Div. (269) 657 -7711 ï Youth/Comm. Services  

 (269) 657-6077 
Jail Division (269) 657 -2171 ï Dispatch Center (269) 657 -3101 

EMERGENCY 911 
 

Dale R. Gribler .......................................................................... Sheriff 
Gabrielle A. Rought ......................................................... Undersheriff 
William Lux ......................................................... Detective/Lieutenant 
Bryan Stump ....................................................... Detective/Lieutenant 
Mark Zirkle ............................................................... Jail Administrator 
Wayne Polomcak .................................................................. Sergeant 
Dennis Harvey ...................................................................... Sergeant 
Scott Schmitt ........................................................................ Sergeant 
David Walker ........................................................................ Sergeant 
Dan Abbott ............................................................................ Sergeant 
Thomas Macyauski ............................................... Detective/Sergeant 
James Dietz .......................................................... Detective/Sergeant 
Mark McCulfor ...................................................... Detective/Sergeant 
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SHERIFF DEPARTMENT (continued)  
 

Casey Davis ......................................................................... Detective 
Sharon VanDam .................................................................. Detective 
Mick Masterson .................................................................... Detective 
Ronald Douglas ................................................................... Detective 
Judy Conroy ............................................................................. Deputy 
Rich Wallace ............................................................................ Deputy 
Charles Loughrin ..................................................................... Deputy 
Mark Stickels ........................................................................... Deputy 
Duane Brigham ........................................................................ Deputy 
Tim Wydick .............................................................................. Deputy 
Kevin VanBrussel .................................................................... Deputy 
Tony Evans .............................................................................. Deputy 
Jason Stasienko ...................................................................... Deputy 
Gary Gruss .............................................................................. Deputy 
Trever Tate .............................................................................. Deputy 
Kyle Romeo ............................................................................. Deputy 
Brian Matthews ........................................................................ Deputy 
Ben Ludwig .............................................................................. Deputy 
Russ Reynnells ........................................................................ Deputy 
James Charon ......................................................................... Deputy 
Todd Oliver .............................................................................. Deputy 
John Stolsonburg ..................................................................... Deputy 
Travis Bernatche ...................................................................... Deputy 
Casey Davis ............................................................................. Deputy 
Greg Pentland .......................................................................... Deputy 
Matt Konkle .............................................................................. Deputy 
Miriam Sipes ............................................................................ Deputy 
Rich Rennhack ........................................................................ Deputy 
Adam Bielang .......................................................................... Deputy 
Loren Tarner ............................................................................ Deputy 
Ben Downey .................................................... Deputy/Animal Control 
Mark Hamre ..................................................... Deputy/Animal Control 
Bob Kirk ........................................................... Operations Lieutenant 
Charity Cummins ............................................ Sergeant (Corrections)  
Virg Franks ..................................................... Sergeant (Corrections) 
Josh Griffith ..................................................... Sergeant (Corrections) 
Jerry Miazga .................................................. Community Corrections 
Manny DeLaRosa .................................................. Corrections Officer 
Vicki Turk ............................................................... Corrections Officer 
Andrew Abbott ....................................................... Corrections Officer 
Penny Cronk ..........................................................Corrections Officer 
Shawn Ampey ........................................................Corrections Officer 
Byron Ives ..............................................................Corrections Officer 
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SHERIFF DEPARTMENT (continued)  
 

Perry Blackman ..................................................... Corrections Officer 
Mike Shannon ........................................................ Corrections Officer 
Rhonda Beam ........................................................ Corrections Officer 
James Vetger ........................................................ Corrections Officer 
Matt Groh ............................................................... Corrections Officer 
Mark Curtis ............................................................ Corrections Officer 
Chad Hunt ............................................................. Corrections Officer 
Charity DeRoo ....................................................... Corrections Officer 
Julie Schulte .......................................................... Corrections Officer 
Stacey Matthews ................................................... Corrections Officer 
Patrick Quinn ......................................................... Corrections Officer 
Melinda Brown ....................................................... Corrections Officer 
Jeri Tapper ...................................................... Dispatcher Supervisor 
Kathleen McKenna ............................................................ Dispatcher 
Ramon Beltran ................................................................... Dispatcher 
Greg Dean ......................................................................... Dispatcher 
Nancy Burlingham ............................................................. Dispatcher 
Amy Barkenbus ................................................................. Dispatcher 
NanCe Piper ...................................................................... Dispatcher 
Mike Hostetler .................................................................... Dispatcher 
Christine Mortimore ........................................................... Dispatcher 
Mark Graham ..................................................................... Dispatcher 
Darla Boer ......................................................................... Dispatcher 
Chad Jahr .......................................................................... Dispatcher 
Tim McGee ........................................................................ Dispatcher 
Judy Conroy ................................................................... Court Officer 
Greg Straka .................................................................... Court Officer 
John Bonter ...................................................... Court Security Officer 
Gary Losey ....................................................... Court Security Officer 
Ruth Small ............................................................. Sheriffôs Secretary 
Christine Richardson ........................................................Clerk Typist 
Lynn Summers..................................................................Clerk Typist 
Deb VanHouten ................................................................Clerk Typist 
Sabrina Streit ....................................................................Clerk Typist 
Catherine Brooks ..............................................................Clerk Typist 
Carolyn Hosbein ................................................................... Jail Clerk 
Mary Graham  ...................................................... Information Window 
Mark Petty ........................................................... Animal Shelter Staff 
Jerry Schuman..................................................... Animal Shelter Staff 
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SHERIFF DEPARTMENT  
 

MARINE DIVISION 
 

Chad Johr ............................................................ Marine Commander 
William Lux .................................................................... Diver/Advisor 
Dan Abbott .................................................................... Diver Support 
Mark Stickels ................................................................ Diver Support 
Daniel Perkins ............................................................................. Diver 
Duane Brigham ........................................................................... Diver 
Kevin VanBrussel ....................................................................... Diver 
Trever Tate ................................................................................. Diver 
Scott Schmitt ............................................................... Diver Assistant 
Chuck Varney .............................................................. Marine Deputy 
Frank Walters .............................................................. Marine Deputy 
Tom Vehe .................................................................... Marine Deputy 
Ron Blaine ................................................................... Marine Deputy 
Roland Ruby ................................................................ Marine Deputy 
Jim Milan...................................................................... Marine Deputy 
Cal Rosema ................................................................. Marine Deputy 
Jim Carrier ................................................................... Marine Deputy 
John Karraker .............................................................. Marine Deputy 

 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL  
58040 CR. 681, Hartford, MI 49057  

Telephone (269) 621 -4624 
FAX (269) 621-3964 

 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS 

205 South Kalamazoo Street  
Paw Paw, MI 49079 

(269) 657-7786 
 

Alain Svilpe, Director .................................. E-mail: svilpea@vbco.org 
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COURTS 

VAN BUREN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
Courthouse, 2nd Floor  

212 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1494 
(269) 657-8200 

 

Honorable Paul E. Hamre ..................................... Chief Circuit Judge 
Vacancy ..........................................................................Circuit Judge 
Linda Sekula ..............Assignment Clerk/Judicial Secretary, ext. 2345 
Vacancy .....................Assignment Clerk/Judicial Secretary, ext. 2342 
Cathy Munther ................ PPO/Mediation/Collections Clerk, ext. 2346 
Deb Flory .......................................... Courtroom/Jury Clerk, ext. 2211 
Paul Schaefer ........................................... Law Clerk/Bailiff, ext. 2396 
Tamela Beam ............................................. Court Reporter, ext. 2201 

 

STATE PROBATION/PAROLE  
Courthouse Annex, Lower Level  

212 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 20, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1493 
Telephone (269) 657 -8214 

FAX (269) 657-4887 
 

Laraine VanLopik ............................................... Supervisor, ext. 2244 
Phil DeYoung ................................. Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2296 
Ann Marie Schaefer ....................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2290 
Nancy L. Dykhuis ........................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2293 
Robert Buchanan ........................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2270 
Marc Pulphus ................................. Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2265 
Vacant ................................................................ Secretary, ext. 2341 
Vacant ................................................................ Secretary, ext. 2314 
James E. Worthington ................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2276 
Pamela J. Willoughby ................. Presentence Investigator, ext. 2493 
Paul Imus ....................................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2285 
Kelley Gorham ............................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2258  
Charles VanderWall ....................... Probation/parole Agent, ext. 2291 
Mike Henry .................................... Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2297 
Sue Rondeau ................................. Probation/Parole Agent, ext. 2292 
 

VAN BUREN FRIEND OF THE COURT 
Administration & Land Services Building, Lower Level  

219 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1436 
Telephone (269) 657 -7734 

 

LynnAnn E. Bullard ................................................ Friend of the Court 
G. Scott Smith ......................................................... Attorney/Referee 
Alice Yonkman .......................................... Deputy Friend of the Court 
James Collins .................................................. Bench Warrant Officer 
Lucinda Nower  .......................................................... Account Clerk II 
Sharon Deloach ................................................... Enforcement Officer 
Lisa Kissinger ...................................................... Enforcement Officer 
Deborah Hammond ............................................. Enforcement Officer 
Martha Moore ...................................................... Enforcement Officer 
 

Friend of the Court Continued on next page 
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FRIEND OF THE COURT continued  

 

Barbara Weintraub Kimmel ............................................ Staff Attorney 
Margaret Cornish .................. Custody/Parenting Time Case Manager 
Andrew Nyhoff ................................................... Data Reliability Clerk 
Michelle Coffey ........................................... Local Project Coordinator 
Ann Fry .......................................... Lead Customer Service Specialist 
Heather Stately ....................................... Customer Service Specialist 
Aurora Wallace ....................................... Customer Service Specialist 
Sara Irons ............................................... Customer Service Specialist 
Liz Donnally-Philpott ............................... Customer Service Specialist 
Patricia Gurley  ......................... Customer Service Specialist-Medical 
Rebecca Bogren  ...................... Customer Service Specialist-Support 
Kris Deaner .......................................................... Accounts Specialist  
Abelardo Munoz .......................................................................... Clerk 
Kymberly McKenzie .................................................................... Clerk 

 
PROBATE COURT 

Courthouse Annex, 2nd Floor, Suite 220  
212 Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1495 

Telephone (269) 657 -8225 
FAX (269) 657-7573 

 

Honorable Frank D. Willis .......................................................... Judge 
Barbara Dundon .................................................................... Register 
Kelly Cowgill ............................................... Secretary/Court Recorder 
Vacancy ..................................................................... Deputy Register 
Lynn Hess ................................................................................... Clerk 
Brandy Hall ............................................................ Clerk/Receptionist 

 
JUVENILE COURT 

Courthouse Annex, 2nd Floor  
212 E. Paw Paw Street, Ste. 240 Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269) 657 -8237 
 

Honorable Frank D. Willis .......................................................... Judge 
Joseph R. Leary ................................................ Administrator/Referee 
Michael Winston ............................... Assistant Administrator/Referee 
Veronica Stillson ........................................... Register/Office Manager 
Christina Carlsen ............................. Deputy Register/Legal Secretary 
Mary Ann Schmitt .............................................................Clerk Typist 
Virginia Mattox ................................................................. Receptionist 
Vacancy ........................................................................... Receptionist 
John Wolgamood ...................................... Intensive Probation Officer 
David Pelon .............................................. Intensive Probation Officer 
Alyssa Kennedy ........................................ Intensive Probation Officer 
Rebecca Slater ......................................... Intensive Probation Officer 
Geraldine Stackhouse .............................................. Probation Officer 
Angela Moreno ......................................................... Probation Officer 
Kerry Jackson ........................................................... Probation Officer 
Christina King ............................................................. Finance Officer 
Jeanna Ross ...................................................... Asst. Finance Officer  
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SEVENTH DISTRICT COURT EAST DIVISION 
Courthouse Annex, 1st Floor, Suite 130  

212 E. Paw Paw Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1493 
Telephone (269) 657 -8222 

 
Honorable Robert T. Hentchel ....................................... District Judge 
Craig A. Hess ............................................... Administrator/Magistrate 
Susan Klein ................................................ Secretary/Court Recorder 
Laurie Powell .................................................. Adult Probation Officer 
Patricia Johnson .................................................. Probation Secretary 
Lenore Orozco .............................................................. Account Clerk 
Shelly Sonnevil  .................................................................. Civil Clerk 
Lori Wills ............................................................................. Civil Clerk 
Kay Williamson ............................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Kim Regalado ................................................................. Deputy Clerk 
Janie Soderlund .............................................................. Deputy Clerk 
Vacancy .......................................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Kathy McCloskey ..................................................... P/T Deputy Clerk  
 
 
 

SEVENTH DISTRICT COURT WEST DIVISION 
P.O. Box 311, 1007 East Wells Street, South Haven, MI 49090  

Telephone (269) 637 -5258 
FAX (269) 639-4517 

 
Honorable Arthur H. Clarke III ....................................... District Judge 
John Frost ........................................................................... Magistrate 
David Hill .........................................................Adult Probation Officer 
Laura Canaan .......................................... Judicial Secretary/Recorder 
LaDonna Sell ....................................................... Probation Secretary 
Denise Williamson ........................................................ Account Clerk 
Wendy Meyer ..................................................................... Civil Clerk 
Teena Harris ....................................................................... Civil Clerk 
Susan Butler ................................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Amber Outman ........................................................ P/T Deputy Clerk 
Florencia Jackson ........................................................... Deputy Clerk 
Tabitha Schmidt .............................................................. Deputy Clerk 
Amber Knapp .................................................................. Deputy Clerk 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY 
APPOINTED DEPARTMENTS 

 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 

Administration & Land Services Building 3rd Floor  
219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 303, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephones: Administrator (269) 657 -8253 
Human Resources (269) 657 -8253 

Board of Commissioners (269) 657 -8200 ext. 1271 
FAX (269) 657-2547 

 
 

Douglas S. Cultra ........................................................... Administrator 
Debbie Hall ................................................... Administrative Assistant 
Jennifer Fitzpatrick ................................................. Benefits Specialist 
 
 

COMPUTER INFORMATION SERVICES 
Administration & Land Services Building 2nd Floor  

219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 202, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1492 
Telephone: (269) 657 -8266 

FAX (269) 657-0508 
 

Shafeeq Hameed .................................................................... Director 
Robert Rogers ..................................................................... Specialist 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LAND SERVICES  
Equalization, Land Management, GIS, Planning & Economic Development  

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority & Remonumentation Program  

Administrative & Land Services Building 3rd Floor  
219 E. Paw Paw Street, Suite 302, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1492 

Telephone (269) 657 -8243  Fax: (269) 657-0579 
 

Edward VanderVries ............................................................... Director 
Ted Thar .......................................... Deputy Director/GIS Coordinator 
 

Equalization ðTelephone: (269) 657 -8234  Fax: (269) 657-0579 

Kathy Swinehart ...... Senior Appraiser, Commercial & Industrial Class 
Linda Marcinkowski ............. Technician/Appraiser, Residential Class 
Bruce Kruithoff (Contractual) ................. Appraiser, Agricultural Class 
 

Land Management ðTelephone: (269) 657 -8243  Fax: (269) 657-0579 

Lisa Boer.........  Admin. Asst., Remonumentation Grant Administrator   
Ryan Miller .................................................................... GIS Specialist 
Kirk Adams .............. Land Description & Property Address Specialist 
 

Department Appointments  
VBC Brownfield Redevelopment Auth. ... Edward VanderVries, Board Member 
VBC Economic Development Corp. ....... Edward VanderVries, Board Member 
VBC Planning Commission ............................. Ted Thar, Staff Representative 
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COUNTY BUILDINGS 
 

V.B.C. FACILITIES MAINTENANCE  
753 Hazen Street, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269) 657 -7864 
FAX (269)  655-8495 

 

Wayne Hammond ................................................................... Director 
John New .................................................................... Deputy Director 
Lonnie Ritter .......................................................Maintenance Worker 
Don Puckett ....................................................... Maintenance Worker  
Ken Shipley ........................................................ H.V.A.C. Technician 

 

VAN BUREN COUNTY OUTSIDE DEPARTMENTS  
 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  
Administration & Land Services Building, 2nd Floor  
219 E. Paw Paw St., Suite 201, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269) 657 -8213 
FAX (269) 657-6678 

E-mail: msue80@msu.edu  
Web Site: www.msue.msu.edu/vanburen  

 

Julie Pioch ....................................................... Public Policy Educator 
Mark Longstroth ..................................... District Horticulture Educator 
Bruce MacKellar ................................................. Agriculture Educator 
Diana Hassan ....................... Family & Consumer Sciences Educator 
Beth Clawson ........ Natural Resources/Resource Recovery Educator 
Janice Zerbe .................................. 4-H Youth Development Educator 
Melissa Franklin .......................................................... Office Manager 
Janean Danca ..................................................................... Secretary 

 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
1035 E. Michigan Avenue, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269) 657 -4030 Ext 5  
FAX (269) 657-4925 

Website: www.vanburencd.org  
 

AJ Brucks .............................................................. Executive Director 
Kim Sinclair .................................................................... Administrator 
Kyle Mead ................................................................ Water Technician 
Abbey Dorr .............................................................. Water Technician 
Erin Fuller ...................................................... Watershed Coordinator 
Matt Meersman .............................................. Watershed Coordinator 
Mike Wozniak .............................................. Conservation Technician 
Jared Foster ................................................ Conservation Technician 
 

DIRECTORS 
Shirley Bush 

Bryan Cronenwett 
Carl Druskovich 

Jan Petersen 
Michael Rainey 
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PUBLIC TRANSIT  
610 David Walton Drive, Bangor, MI 49013 -1200 

Telephone (269) 427 -7921 
FAX (269) 427-5062 

Rides@vbco.org   
 
Anthony Dacoba, Director ........................................... (269) 427-7377 
Laurie D. Schlipp, Manager ........................................ (269) 427-7851 
Gerald Donovan, Safety Manager .............................. (269) 302-0237 
Darryl Q. Mosley, Supervisor ...................................... (269) 427-8504 
Dispatch (Ride Line) ................................................... (269) 427-7921 
Gobles, Mattawan, Lawton, Decatur callers only ........ (800) 828-2015 
 
 
 

VAN BUREN PUBLIC TRANSIT BOARD  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Yemi Akenwale ..................................................................... 01-01-13 
John Clement ........................................................................ 01-01-14 
William Myrkle ....................................................................... 01-01-14 
Comm. Susan Hammond.................................. Board Representative 
Comm. Richard Freestone ................................ Board Representative 

 
 
 

VAN BUREN PUBLIC TRANSIT  
LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

Appointed by Board of Commissioners  
(4 Year Term)  

 
Richard Bowser (Health) ....................................................... 07-01-12 
Jackie Washegesic (Education) ............................................ 07-01-12 
Mike Selden (Planning) ......................................................... 07-01-12 
Julie Pioch (Handicapped) .................................................... 07-01-12 
Sue McCauley (Low Income) ................................................ 07-01-14 
Judy Lammers (Area Agency On Aging) .............................. 07-01-14 
Richard Curtis (Elderly) ......................................................... 07-01-14 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Rides@vbco.org
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ROAD COMMISSION 

Agency for Public Works  
Board of County Park Trustees  

Administration Office, 325 W. James Street , Lawrence, MI 49064  
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 156, Lawrence, MI 49064  

Telephone (269) 674 -8011  FAX (269) 674-3770 
E-mail:  vbcrc@comcast.net  

Website: www.vbcrc.org  
 
 

Lawrence B. Hummel ................. County Highway Engineer-Manager 
...................................................Department of Public Works Director 
Barry Anttila ........................................................... Highway Engineer 
Brian Cornish .......................So. District Maintenance Superintendent 
Lynn Boitnott ....................... No. District Maintenance Superintendent 
Gregory Pardike...................................... Board Secretary/Accountant 
Gordon Hover ........................ Engineering Technician /Permit Officer 
Joel Hoort ................................................. Jr. Engineering Technician 
Jeff Mitchell ................................................ Special Operations Officer 
Gary Rohacs ............................................. Equipment Superintendent 
Warren Sell ............................................................ Purchasing Officer 
Jill Brien ........................................................ Administrative Secretary   
Gay E. Berry ..................................................... Account Clerk/Payroll 
Linnea Colgren ............................................................. Account Clerk 
..................................... Board of Public Works, Secretary/Accountant 
LuAnn Johnson ................................................Secretary/Receptionist 

 
 

MAINTENANCE GARAGES  
 

Southern DistrictðLawrence ...................................... (269) 674-8011 
Northern DistrictðBloomingdale................................. (269) 521-7670 
Western GarageðBangor .......................................... (269) 427-8356 

 
 

ROAD COMMISSIONERS 
 

Jean A. Stein ........................................................................ 12-31-12 
Alain E. Svilpe ...................................................................... 12-31-12 
Gregory H. Kinney ................................................................ 12-31-14 
Reginald D. Boze .................................................................. 12-31-17 
Chester (ñChipò) Ray ............................................................. 12-31-17 
Comm. Richard Freestone ................................ Board Representative 

    

mailto:vbcrc@comcast.net
http://www.vbcrc.org
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VAN BUREN COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY  
801 Hazen St., Suite C; P.O. Box 249  

 Paw Paw, MI 49079 
Telephone (269) 657 -5574 

24 Hours Crisis Line 1 -800-922-1418 
FAX (269) 657-3474 

 
Debra Hess .................................................... Chief Executive Officer 

 
 
 

 VAN BUREN/CASS DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
South of Red Arrow Highway /Human Services Bldg. ï West 

57418 CR. 681 
Hartford, MI 49057  

Front Desk/Appointments (269) 621 -3143 
FAX (269) 621-2725 

 
Administration ............................................................. (269) 621-4665 
Jeffery L. Elliott .......................... Administrator/Health Officer ext. 337 
Frederick Johansen .... Medical Director & Medical Examiner ext. 318 
 
Email: Jeffery Elliottðjeffe@vbcassdhd.org 
Email: Dr. Frederick Johansenðrjohansen@vbcassdhd.org 
 

SATELLITE OFFICES  
 

201 M-62 North                             520 Main St., Suite B 
Cassopolis, MI 49031                    Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Voice (269) 445-5280                    Voice (269) 782-0064 
Fax (269) 445-5278                       Fax (269) 782-0121 

 
Web-site: www.vbcassdhd.org  

 
 
 

mailto:jeffe@vbcassdhd.org
mailto:rjohansen@vbcassdhd.org
http://www.vbcassdhd.org
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
One Quarter Mile South of Red Arrow Highway  
57150 CR. 681, P.O. Box 7, Hartford, MI 49057  

Telephone (269) 621 -2800 
FAX (269) 621-2927 

David Fernandez .................................................................... Director 
Leesa Haist ............................................................. Program Manager 
 
 
 

VAN BUREN INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT  
490 South Paw Paw St.  

Lawrence, MI 49064  
Telephone (269) 674 -8091 

FAX (269) 674-8030 
 

Dr. Jeffrey Mills ........................................................... Superintendent 
Van Buren Technology Center .....................................(Ph) 674-8091 
250 South St., Lawrence 49064 ................................. (Fax) 674-8954 
John H. Dominguez, Jr. Service Center ........................(Ph) 674-8091 
701 S. Paw Paw St., Lawrence 49064 ........................ (Fax) 674-8726 
Bert Goens Learning Center .........................................(Ph) 674-8091 
701 S. Paw Paw St., Lawrence 49064 ........................ (Fax) 674-3921 
Van Buren Behavioral Education Center ......................(Ph) 427-7961 
30 S. Walnut St., Bangor 49013 ................................... (Fx) 427-5023 
 
 
 

COUNTY CONCEALED WEAPONS  
LICENSING BOARD  

Courthouse Main Floor, Suite 101  
212 Paw Paw St., Paw Paw, MI 49079 -1496 

Telephone (269) 657 -8218 
 

Dale R. Gribler, Sheriff ......................................................... Chairman 
Michigan State Police ............................................................ Member 
Steve Starner ................. Board of Commissioner Appointee 12/31/12 
Tina Leary, County Clerk ............................................................ Clerk 
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APPOINTMENTS 
 

COUNTY BUILDING AUTHORITY  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

 
Harold Schuitmaker, Vice-Chair ..........................................................  
Bill Dusek ............................................................................................  
Vacancy ..............................................................................................  
Dave Griffen ........................................................................................  
Tina Leary ....................................................................... County Clerk 
Karen Makay ............................................................ County Treasurer 
 

VETERANS TRUST COMMITTEE 
Appointed by Michigan Trust Fund  

Board of Trustees  
(2 Year Term)  

 
Ronald Gaffney (DAV) .......................................................... 12-31-13 
Thomas C. Melville (VFW) ..................................................................   
Carl C. Miston (AM Vets) ...................................................... 12-31-13 
 
Agent is available Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at  
801 Hazen St., Ste. C, Paw Paw, MI 49079 ............... (269) 657-7376 
 

SOLDIERS RELIEF COMMISSION 
Appointed by Probate Judge  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Gerald Zeiger ........................................................................ 07-29-11 
Douglas Nelson, Jr. .............................................................. 04-25-12 
John Lammert ....................................................................... 05-29-13 

 
COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION 

Established by P.A. 456 of 1982 as Amended  
 

Honorable Frank D. Willis ........................................ Judge of Probate 
Tina Leary ....................................................................... County Clerk 
Karen Makay ............................................................ County Treasurer 
 

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 
Jan Petersen ......................................................................... 06-01-11 
Jeff Mills ................................................................................ 06-01-12 
Larry Nielsen ......................................................................... 06-01-12 
Lisa Phillips ........................................................................... 06-01-12 
Paul VandenBosh ................................................................. 06-01-13 
Jeffrey Klan ........................................................................... 06-01-13 
Ed Vander Vries .................................................................... 06-01-13 
Mike Henry ........................................................ Board Representative 
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ELECTION BOARD OF CANVASSERS  
Two Republican and Two Democrats  

Recommended by each party to County Clerk  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(4 Year Term)  
 

Nancy Thomas (R) ................................................................ 11-01-11 
Rose Mitchell (D) .................................................................. 11-01-11 
Mary Ann Middaugh (R) ........................................................ 11-01-13 
Mae Linderman (D) ............................................................... 11-01-13 
 

COUNTY APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION 
 

Juris Kaps, Prosecutor ......................................................... Chairman 
Tina Leary, County Clerk ..................................................... Secretary 
Karen Makay, County Treasurer ............................................ Member 
Republican County Chairman ................................................ Member 
Democratic County Chairman ................................................ Member  
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINERS  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 

MEDICAL EXAMINERS  
 

Frank Johansen, MD Chief .................................................................  
Richard Allen, MD ...............................................................................  
John Owens, MD ................................................................................  
Richard Allen, MD ...............................................................................  
Mike Toth. ............................................ Commissioner Representative 
 

JURY BOARD  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

Upon Recommendation of Circuit Judges  
(6 Year Term)  

 
Robert Jackson ..................................................................... 04-30-13 
Allan Hughes ........................................................................ 04-30-14 
Charles Goodrich .................................................................. 04-30-15 
 
 

BOUNDARY COMMISSION 
Appointed by Probate Judge  

 
Howard Henderson ............................................................... 04-13-11 
John Henry ........................................................................... 08-04-12 
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COURTHOUSE RESTORATION COMMITTEE 
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Lynda Pioch ........................................................................................  
Paul Garrod ........................................................................................  
Paul Hamre. ........................................................................................  
Eleanor Roger .....................................................................................  
Dale Gribler .........................................................................................  
Tonda Boothby ...................................................................................  
Brian Knotek .......................................................................................  
Sandra Hanson ..................................................................... 12-31-11 
John H. Tapper, Sr ............................................................... 12-31-11 
Kelly Page............................................................................. 12-31-11 
Tina Leary ............................................................................. 12-31-11 
Jeannine Shafer .................................................................... 12-31-11 
 
 

SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN COMMISSION 
185 E. Main St., Suite 701, Benton Harbor, MI 49022 -4440 

Telephone (269) 925 -1137 
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Dale Lewis ............................................................................ 12-31-11 
John H. Tapper, Sr ............................................................... 12-31-11 
Frances Sage ....................................................................... 12-31-11 
Ron Sefcik ............................................................................ 12-31-12 
Dave Foerster ....................................................................... 12-31-13 
Jeff Radtke ............................................................................ 12-31-13 
Donald Hanson ................................... Commissioner Representative 
Mike Henry .......................................... Commissioner Representative 
Mike Toth ............................................ Commissioner Representative 
 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Appointed by Commission Chairperson  
Confirmed by Board of Commissioners  

(6 Year Term)  
 

Ken Ratzlaff .......................................................................... 02-13-12 
A. Jean Dahms ..................................................................... 02-13-12 
Rodney Dragicevich .............................................................. 02-13-14 
Joe Miller .............................................................................. 02-13-14 
Linda Stange ......................................................................... 02-13-15 
Randy Peat ........................................................................... 02-13-16 
James J. Warner ................................................................... 02-13-16 
 
Susan Hammond .................................Commissioner Representative 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

Appointed by Board of Commissioners  
(3 Year Term)  

 
Pam Stermer ........................................................................ 04-01-12 
Jerry Campbell...................................................................... 04-01-12 
Celinda Gilmore .................................................................... 04-01-13 
Connie Selles ....................................................................... 04-01-13 
Scott Cedarquist ................................................................... 04-01-13 
Jeff Radtke ........................................................................... 04-01-14 
Kurt Doroh ............................................................................ 04-01-14 
Jan Petersen ........................................................................ 04-01-14 
Vacancy ..............................................................................................  
Richard Godfrey................................... Commissioner Representative 
 
 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT / MICHIGAN WORKS  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners / Van Buren Appts.  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Shelly Hartman, Employment Services  ................................ 12-31-11 
David Glynn .......................................................................... 12-31-11 
Jack McCloughan ................................................................. 12-31-11 
Randall Peat, Private Sector ................................................. 12-31-12 
George Saleeby, Private Sector ........................................... 12-31-13 
Arnie Redsicker, Private Sector ............................................ 12-31-13 
Comm. Donald Hanson .................................... Board Representative 
Comm. Christopher Randall ............................. Board Representative 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY BOARD  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

Board Meets 1st Thursday after 1st Tuesday  
(3 Year Term)  

 
John H. Tapper, Sr., ............................................................. 03-31-12 
Susan Barnes ....................................................................... 03-31-12 
Carrie Faul ............................................................................ 03-31-12 
Mike Mosley .......................................................................... 03-31-12 
Carol Sjoquist ....................................................................... 03-31-13 
Catherine Gant ..................................................................... 03-31-13 
Dave Selent .......................................................................... 03-31-13 
Karen Cirino .......................................................................... 03-31-13 
Charles Randall .................................................................... 03-31-14 
Katie Bolton. ......................................................................... 03-31-14 
Tom Erdmann ....................................................................... 03-31-14 
Mike Toth .............................................Commissioner Representative 
........................................................................ Citizen Representative 
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CASS / VAN BUREN  

DISTRICT BOARD OF HEALTH  
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

Van Buren County Board Representatives  
(3 Year Term)  

 
John H. Tapper ..................................................................... 01-01-12 
Robert Morris ........................................................................ 01-01-12 
Donald Hanson ................................... Commissioner Representative 
Richard Freestone .............................. Commissioner Representative 

 
 

REGION IV AREA AGENCY ON AGING  
2919 Division St., St. Joseph, MI 49085  

Telephone (269) 983 -0177 
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

(3 Year Term)  
 

Donald Hanson ..................................................................... 04-30-12 
Barbara A. Farris .................................................................. 04-30-12 
Richard Freestone ...............................Commissioner Representative 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
Two Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

One Appointed by Governor  
(3 Year Term)  

 
Tom Riemer (Board appt.) .................................................... 11-01-11 
Emma Jean Stambek (State DHS Director appt.) ................. 10-31-12 
Sherry Coady (Board appt.)  ................................................. 11-01-13 
Donald Hanson ....................................Commissioner Representative 
 
 

REMONUMENTATION COMMITTEE 
Appointed by Board of Commissioners  

 
Don Gilchrist ..................................................................... Peer Group 
Larry Nielsen ..................................................... Cities Representative 
Carole Motycka ....................................................... Register of Deeds 
Lisa Boer................................................................ Land Management 
William Kays ...................................................... Township Supervisor 
Larry Hummel ........................................................ Road Commission 
John McNeil ................................................................ Attorney at Law 
Ted Thar ....................................................................................... GIS 
Karen Makay ........................................................................ Treasurer 
Edward VanderVries ............ Equalization/Land Management Director 
Susan Hammond .................................Commissioner Representative 
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LAND PRESERVATION BOARD  

Appointed by the Board of Commissioners  
(2 Year Term)  

 
Jeff Radtke/Scott Cedarquist .................................................. 05-01-12 
Bill Mihelich/Mike Rainey ........................................................ 05-01-12 
Mike Thiel ............................................................................... 05-01-12 
Laura Strehlow/Mike Pioch ..................................................... 05-01-12 
Kurt Doroh .............................................................................. 05-01-12 
Ted Major ............................................................................... 05-01-13 
Bill Lawson ............................................................................. 05-01-13 
Dave Forester ......................................................................... 05-01-13 
Don Mackellar ......................................................................... 05-01-13 
Doug Stiles ............................................................................. 05-01-13 
Richard Godfrey.................................... Commissioner Representative 

 

 

9-1-1 AUTHORITY BOARD  
 

Dale Gribler ................................................................................ Sheriff 
Jeri Tapper ............................................... Central Dispatch Supervisor 
Joe Mayne ..................................... Van Buren County Fire Association 
Al Hosier ........................................ Van Buren County Fire Association 
Joe LeMahieu ...................... Van Buren County Fire Chief Association 
Todd Hackenburg ................ Van Buren County Fire Chief Association 
Chief Gary Baker ............ Van Buren County Police Chiefs Association 
Chief Ramon Beltran ...... Van Buren County Police Chiefs Association 
Chief Rod Sommerlott .................................... South Haven City PSAP 
Dennis Reynolds................... Van Buren Emergency Medical Services 
Kirk Richardson .......... LakeView Community Hospital Medical Control 
Mike Henry/Mike Toth .......................... Commissioner Representatives 
Rick Carlson ....................................... Michigan State Police Paw Paw 
Al Svilpe ............................................ Office of Domestic Preparedness 
Sid Shank ..................................... Bloomingdale Telephone Company 
Vacant ........................................ Township Supervisor Representative 
Courier Leader .............................................................................Media 
Randall Peat .................................................................... Public Sector 
 
 

VAN BUREN EMERGENCY MEDICAL COMMITTEE  
VBEMS 

 
Douglas Harrington ............................. Lawrence Township Supervisor 
Bernard Wilfong ..................................... Waverly Township Supervisor 
David L. Richardson ............................ Paw Paw Township Supervisor 
Michael Alaga ........................................ Decatur Township Supervisor 
Carl Druskovich .................................... Hamilton Township Supervisor 
Dan Ruzick ............................................ Antwerp Township Supervisor 
Douglas Stiles ......................................... Almena Township Supervisor 
William Colgren, Jr ................................ Arlington Township Supervisor 
Mike Toth ........................................................... County Commissioner 
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TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 
 

ALMENA TOWNSHIP  
Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Almena Township Hall  

27625 CR. 375, Paw Paw, MI 49079 -9426 
Telephone (269) 668 -6910 

Office Hours: Mon. ï  Wed. ï Fri. ï9:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  
 

R  Douglas Stiles, Supervisor 
    31584 26th Avenue, Gobles 49055 ........................ (269) 628-2491 
R  Sandra Rickli, Clerk 
    24729 CR. 375, Mattawan 49071 ........................... (269) 668-4287 
R  Diane Triquet, Treasurer 
    42701 CR 653, Paw Paw, MI 49079 ....................... (269) 657-5883 
R  James Manning, Trustee 
    46140 30th Street, Paw Paw 49079 ....................... (269) 657-3839 
R  James Rickli, Trustee 
    26041 44th Avenue, Mattawan 49071 .................... (269) 668-2101 
R  Gerry Lentz, Trustee 
     43021 C.R. 653, Paw Paw 49079 .......................... (269) 657-6652 
R  Marvin Flick, Trustee 
     45444 32nd Street, Paw Paw 49079 ..................... (269) 657-5477  
    Zoning, Building, Associated Government Services 
    8717 Gull Road, Suite B, Richland, MI 49083 
    Telephone .................................... (269) 629-0600, 1-800-627-2801 
 

ANTWERP TOWNSHIP 
Township Hall, 24821 Front Ave., Mattawan, MI 49071 -9501 

Office Hours Mon., Wed. and Thurs. 7:00 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Tue. 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Closed Fridays  
Board Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Telephone (269) 668 -2615, FAX (269) 668-5233 
Website: www.antwerptownship.com  

 
 

R  Daniel J. Ruzick, Supervisor 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 ........... (269) 668-2615 ext 215 
R  Heather Mitchell, Clerk 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 .......... (269) 668-2615, ext 200 
R  Bonnie Osborne, Treasurer 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 ........... (269) 668-2615 ext 211 
R  Bruce T. Cutting, Trustee 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 ........................ (269) 668-2615 
R  Ron DerHammer, Trustee 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 ........................ (269) 668-2615 
    Ben Brousseau, Assessor 
    24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 .....(W) (269) 668-2615 ext 212 
     .........................................................................  (H) (269) 655-1144 

    
 

Antwerp Township continued on next page 
 

http://www.antwerptownship.com
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 ANTWERP TOWNSHIP (continued)  

 

Harold Cirino, Building Inspector 
24821 Front Ave., Mattawan 49071 ........... (269) 624-6421 Fx (269) 624-7326 

Richard Healy, Mechanical Inspector 
34227 Hillside Dr., Paw Paw, MI 49079.... (269) 657-6602  Fx (269) 655-1146 
Lee Bailey, Electrical Inspector 
35230 Riverview Drive, Paw Paw 49079 .. (269) 569-0831 Fx  (269) 655-0504 

Rich Goris, Plumbing Inspector 
10033 West S Ave., Mattawan, MI 49071 ................... (269) 668-3149 
 

Planning Commission Meeting  
First Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Building, 24821 Front Ave., Mattawan, MI 49071 -9598 
 

Ray VanUum, Chairman 
Planning Commission ................................................. (269) 668-2615 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
Contact Township Office Monday -Thursday  

 
ARLINGTON TOWNSHIP 

Township Hall  
Corner 34th Ave., and 52nd St., Bangor  

Mailing Address: 48030 C.R. 673, Lawrence, MI 49064 -9657 
Board Meeting Third Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.  

 
R  William Colgren, Jr., Supervisor 
    43129 CR. 215, Lawrence 49064-9641 .................. (269) 674-8420 
R  William R Pugsley, Clerk 
    48030 C.R. 673., Lawrence 49064-9657 ................ (269) 674-8475 
R  Phillip A. Pitts, Treasurer 
    56024 CR. 376, Bangor 49013-9749 ...................... (269) 427-8288 
D  Martha Bregger, Trustee 
    38983 CR. 215, Bangor 49013-9729 ...................... (269) 674-8382 
R  Douglas DeLeo, Trustee 
    50563 M-43, Bangor 49013 .................................... (269) 427-5056 
     
    John OôConnell, Zoning Admin./Ordinance Enforcement Officer 
    47341 40th Ave., Lawrence, MI 49064 ................... (269) 674-4718 
    David Adams, State Mechanical Inspector ............. (989) 463-5709 
    Phyllis Centers, State Plumbing Inspector  
    63421 CR. 380, Bangor, MI 49013 ......................... (269) 427-7890 
    Chuck Moore, Building Inspector  
    19624 C.R. 687, Bangor, MI 49013 ........................ (269) 427-8328 
    Hal Manning, Assessor .......................................... (269) 637-0421 
     Walt DeVisser, Mechanical Inspector  
     63165 CR 380, Bangor, MI 49013 ......................... (269) 427-7543 
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BANGOR TOWNSHIP 
Meeting Second Tuesday, 8:00 p.m.  

Township Hall, 32550 C.R. 687, Bangor 49013  
Telephone: (269) 427 -8965 

FAX: (269) 427-5904 
 

R  Regina Hoover, Supervisor 
    68129 34th Avenue, Covert 49043 ......................... (269) 764-8011 
R  Linda Poland, Clerk 
    45035 CR 687, Hartford 49057 ............................... (269) 621-2202 
R  David Houdek, Treasurer 
    26314 68th Street, Covert 49043 ............................ (269) 427-8145 
R  Thomas Ellis, Trustee 
    43011 66th Street, Bangor 49013 ........................... (269) 621-2628 
R  James Karr, Trustee 
    36545 69th Street, Covert 49043 ............................ (269) 764-8524 
     
    Charles Moore, Building Inspector 
    19624 CR. 687, South Haven 49090 ...................... (269) 427-8328 
    Richard Burrows, Electrical Inspector 
    P.O. Box 411, South Haven 49090 ......................... (269) 637-3203 
    Walter DeVisser, Mechanical Inspector 
    63165 C.R. 380, Bangor 49013 .............................. (269) 427-7543 
 

BLOOMINGDALE TOWNSHIP  
Meeting, Third Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Bloomingdale Municipal Center  
P.O. Box 11, Bloomingdale, MI 49026  

Telephone (269) 521 -3800 
FAX (269) 521-3534 

E-mail: bdaletwp@btc-bci.com  
 

I  James Lisowski, Supervisor 
    18824 38th Street, Gobles 49055 ........................... (269) 377-4533 
R  Linda Stange, Clerk 
    36131 Cherry St., Bloomingdale 49026 .................. (269) 628-4432   
    Gerald E. Sommerfeld, Treasurer 
    34842 C.R. 390, Gobles, MI 49055 ........................ (269) 521-3800 
R  William Caine, Trustee 
    37425 20th Avenue, Gobles, MI 49055................... (269) 628-5845 
R  Bernie Miller, Trustee 
    45469 15th Avenue, Bloomingdale 49026 .............. (269) 521-6427 
    Assessor/ Land Division 
    Tim Lent  ....................................................... (269) 521-3800 Ext. 4 
    1447 Clarke Place, South Haven 49090 ................ 1-888-577-4291 
    Mobile Home Inspections & Building Permits 
    Chuck Moore ............................ (269) 427-8328 or (269) 427-8540 
    19624 CR 687, South Haven 49090 
    Electrical Inspector 
    Lee Bailey ............................................................... (269) 569-0831 
    35230 Riverview Dr., Paw Paw, MI 49079 
 

Bloomingdale Township continued on next page 

mailto:bdaletwp@btc-bci.com
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BLOOMINGDALE TOWNSHIP (continued)  
 

Mechanical Inspector  Walter DeVisser  
63165 CR 380, Bangor 49013 .................................... (269) 427-7543 
Phyllis Centers, State Plumbing Inspector 
63421 CR 380, Bangor 49013 .................................... (269) 427-7890 
Roger Effner , Cemetery Sexton 
17406 45th Street, Bloomingdale 49026 ..................... (269) 521-4271 
Gary Gruss, Ordinance Enforcement ........... (269) 657-3101, ext. 834 
Andy Potts, Fire Chief ................................................. (269) 521-3068 
 
 

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP  
Meeting, Third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Hall, 53053 C.R. 388, Grand Junction  
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 323, Grand Junction 49056 -0323 

Telephone (269) 434 -6227 
FAX (269) 434-6916 

 
D  Larry Burgett, Supervisor 
    P.O. Box 323, Grand Junction 49056 ..................... (269) 427-7651 
D  Mary Burgett, Clerk 
    51047 8th Avenue, Grand Junction 49056 ............. (269) 271-1142 
R Danielle Nuismer, Treasurer 
    P.O. Box 323, Grand Junction 49056 ..................... (269) 434-8156 
D  George Harrington, Trustee 
    02324 46th Street, Bloomingdale 49026 ................. (269) 434-6227 
D  Rosemary Hurley, Trustee 
    P.O. Box 124, Grand Junction 49056 ..................... (269) 434-6437 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Thomas Fry, Chairman 
P.O. Box 323, Grand Junction 49056 ......................... (269) 427-0504 
Jack H. Bowen, Secretary 
P.O. Box 2, Bloomingdale 49026 ................................ (269) 521-4970 
Rosemary Hurley, Board Rep 
P.O. Box 124, Grand Junction 49056 ......................... (269) 434-6437 
Lee Abernathy, Member 
P.O. Box 323, Grand Junction 49056 ......................... (269) 434-6901 
Bob Seaman, Member 
466 N. Pine Street, Breedsville 49027 ........................ (269) 427-8312 
 
 

OTHER 
 

Mary Burgett, Zoning Administrator 
51047 8th Avenue, Grand Junction 49056 ................. (269) 271-1142 
Jerry Thibodeau, Assessor 
1758 S. 9th Street, Kalamazoo 49009-7907 ............... (269) 353-9193 
David Johnson, Fire Chief .......................................... (269) 434-6266 
Jeff Gasper, Cemetery Sexton ................................... (269) 628-4338  
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COVERT TOWNSHIP 

Meeting Second Tuesday 7:00 p.m. at Township Hall  
Office Hours: Monday ï Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Covert Township Hall, 73943 Lake Street  
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 35, Covert, MI 49043 -0035 

Telephone (269) 764 -8986 
FAX (269) 764-1771 

 
Barbara J. Rose, Supervisor 
28161 76th St., Covert, MI 49043 ............................... (269) 764-1414 
Dennis Palgen, Clerk 
74618 48th Avenue, Covert 49043 ............................. (269) 468-5055 
Carolyn R. Stuckum, Treasurer 
70143 26th Avenue, Covert 49043-9502 .................... (269) 764-8833 
Kenneth L. Harrington, Sr., Trustee 
44131 80th Street, Coloma, MI 49038 ........................ (269) 764-8345 
Raleigh Wilson, Trustee 
76077 34th Avenue, Covert 49043 ............................. (269) 764-8583 
 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 

Rick Winans, Police Chief 
P.O. Box 6, Covert 49043-0006 .................................. (269) 764-8925 
Steven Torres, Fire Chief 
P.O. Box 5, Covert 49043 ........................................... (269) 764-1768 
David Jager, Assessor 
6899 Sandy Lane Dr., SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
 ............................................... (616) 632-7542 (B) (616) 648-0055 (C) 
Chuck Moore, Building Inspector 
19624 C.R. 687, South Haven, MI 49090 
 ............................................... (269) 427-8328 (B) (269) 569-0015 (C) 
Lee Bailey, Electrical Inspector 
35230 Riverview Dr., Paw Paw, MI 49079 .................. (269) 569-0831 
Walter DeVisser, Mechanical Inspector 
63165 CR. 380, Bangor 49013 ................................... (269) 427-7543 
Jim Lechenet, Ordinance Enforcement 
68409 68th St., Watervliet, MI 49098 ..................... (269) 208-8918(C) 
Robert Brown, Planning Chairman 
43720 Blue Star Hwy., Coloma, MI 49038 .................. (269) 849-0566 
Barbara Merriweather, Housing Commission Chairman 
P.O. Box 377, Covert 49043 ....................................... (269) 764-8721 
Ramona Tugan, Housing Director 
P.O. Box 66, Covert 49043 ......................................... (269) 764-8881 
Lois Brigham, Librarian 
P.O. Box 7, Covert 49043 ........................................... (269) 764-1298 
Pauline Hoadley, Library Board Chairman 
32292 Blue Star Hwy., Covert 49043 .......................... (269) 764-1657 
Joe Wioskowski, Sexton ............................................. (269) 764-8732 
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DECATUR TOWNSHIP 
Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Decatur Township Hall  

P.O. Box 33, Decatur, MI 49045  
 

R Michael  Alaga, Supervisor 
    37417 CR 669, Decatur 49045 ............................... (269) 423-7134 
D  Janet Abshagen, Clerk 
    435 Lee Avenue, Decatur 49045 ............................ (269) 423-8438 
R  James W. Abshagen, Treasurer 
    106 N. George Street, Decatur 49045 .................... (269) 423-8176 
D  Don MacKellar, Trustee 
    37602 96th Avenue, Decatur 49045 ....................... (269) 423-7706 
R Suzie Roehm, Trustee 
    80608 Stapleton Rd., Decatur 49045 ...................... (269) 436-0345 
 
         
    Cemetery Co-Sextons: Janet Abshagen & James Abshagen   
 
    Building, Mechanical & Electrical Inspector Permits issued 
    through State of Michigan, Contact Greg Robbins for application 
    Greg Robbins, Zoning Administrator 
    34747 C.R. 669, Lawton 49065 .............................. (269) 624-9508 
     
    Code Enforcement by Van Buren County Sheriff Department,  
    complaints to any Township Board Member or P.O. Box 33 
    Decatur. 
 
    Memorabilia Collector for Museum -James Abshagen ...... (269)423-8176      
    Scheduling of Township Hall - Janet Abshagen....... (269)423-8438 
 
 

DECATUR TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION  
Meeting dates scheduled as needed  

 
Nick Siskaninetz, Chairman ........................................ (269) 423-8569 
Janet Abshagen, Secretary ........................................ (269) 423-8438 
Dick Overton .......................................................................... Member 
Myron Southworth.................................................................. Member 
Norris Smith ........................................................................... Member 
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GENEVA TOWNSHIP 
Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Hall, 62127 CR 380 (No Mail Delivery)  
FAX (269) 427-7607 

Website: www.vbco.org/geneva.asp   
Non-Zoned Community 

 
R  Nancy Ann Whaley, Supervisor 
    63133 16th Avenue, Bangor 49013 ...... (269) 427-7607 (Fax & Ph) 
R  Bridgette Gumpert, Clerk 
    19881 CR 687, South Haven 49090 ....................... (269) 427-7422  
R  M. Jeffrey Primmer, Treasurer 
    61159 CR. 384, Bangor 49013 ............. (269) 427-8588 (Fax & Ph) 
R  David Orr, Trustee 
    63630 16th Avenue, South Haven 49090 ............... (269) 427-2521  
R  Clare Olney, Trustee 
    13021 64th Street, South Haven 49090 .................. (269) 637-3506 
     
    Charles Moore, Building Inspector 
    19624 CR. 687, South Haven 49090 ...................... (269) 427-8328 
    Hal Manning, Assessor 
    1447 Clarke Pl., South Haven 49090 ................ (269) 637-0421 (F) 
  ................................................................................ (269) 639-0917  
    Richard Burrows, Electrical Inspector 
    10311 68th Street, South Haven 49090 .................. (269) 637-3203 
      ........................................................................ Fax (269) 637-9413 
    Walter DeVisser, Mechanical Inspector 
    63165 CR. 380, Bangor 49013 ............................... (269) 427-7543 
    Phyllis Centers, State Plumbing Inspector 
    63421 CR. 380, Bangor 49013 ............................... (269) 427-7890 
     
 

HAMILTON TOWNSHIP  
Meeting, Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Hall, 52333 W. Territorial Road, Decatur 49045  
Mail: P.O. Box 35, Decatur, MI 49045  
Telephone and Fax (269) 423 -7852 

 
Carl Druskovich, Supervisor 
45140 W. M-51, Decatur 49045 .................................. (269) 423-7866 
Gayle J. Gerkey, Clerk 
76900 55th Street, Decatur 49045 .............................. (269) 423-8559 
Sandra Hanson, Treasurer 
75406 56th Street, Decatur 49045 .............................. (269) 674-8780 
Charles Goodrich, Trustee 
56582 W. Territorial Road, Decatur 49045 ................. (269) 423-7547 
Craig Rose, Trustee  
51020 92nd Avenue, Decatur 49045 .......................... (269) 423-6358 
Charles Goodrich, Zoning Administrator 
56582 W. Territorial Road, Decatur 49045 ................. (269) 423-7547 
Joseph Dick, Planning Commission Chairman 
74469 51st Street, Decatur 49045 .............................. (269) 674-8569 
Hal Manning, Assessor 

http://www.vbco.org/geneva.asp
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HARTFORD TOWNSHIP 

Meeting Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.  
Township Hall, 61310 CR 687, Hartford, MI 49057  

Telephone (269) 621 -4658 
 

R  Ron Sefcik, Supervisor 
     59320 62nd Street, Hartford 49057 ....................... (269) 621-4349 
R  Julie Sweet, Clerk 
      59238 66th Street, Hartford 49057 ....................... (269) 621-3379 
R  Vanessa Wilmoth, Treasurer 
      63020 63rd Street, Hartford 49057 ....................... (269) 621-4658 
R  John McLellan, Trustee 
     62785 Red Arrow Highway, Hartford 49057 .......... (269) 621-3249 
R  Kurt B Dowd, Trustee 
     59725 60th Avenue, Hartford 49057 ...................... (269) 621-3461 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Marion Getz, Chairperson 
68158 Red Arrow Highway, Hartford 49057 ............... (269) 621-2709 
Roxanne Soden, Vice-Chairperson 
65522 CR 681, Hartford, MI 49057 ............................. (269) 621-4108 
Trever Meachum, Secretary 
60930 52nd Avenue, Hartford 49057 .......................... (269) 621-4713 
Mike Banic 
53833 70th Street, Hartford, MI 49057 ....................... (269) 621-3518 
Kurt Dowd 
61225 60th Street, Hartford 49057 ............................. (269) 621-3461 
Finis Moody, Jr. 
63044 72nd Avenue, Hartford 49057 .......................... (269) 621-2546 
Susan Layer 
59101 Butcher Road, Hartford 49057 ......................... (269) 621-6595 
 
 
 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
Office hours Monday 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Wednesday 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Or call for appointment  

 
Jim Lechenet, Zoning Administrator ........................... (269) 621-6555 
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  KEELER TOWNSHIP 

Meeting First Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. Monthly ï Keeler  
Township Hall  

64121 Territorial Rd. W., Hartford, MI 49057  
Mailing Address: 64418 Territorial Rd., W. Hartford, MI 49057  

Telephone (269) 621 -6481 
 

R  William J. Kays, Supervisor/Assessor 
    72883 CR. 687, Hartford, MI 49057 ........................ (269) 621-3604 
      ........................................................................ Cell (269) 449-0766  
R  Carl F. Davis, Clerk 
    64418 Territorial Rd. W., Hartford 49057 ................ (269) 621-6481 
      ........................................................................ Cell (269) 449-4909 
R  Robert Millhouse, Treasurer 

 77324 C.R. 687, Hartford 49057 .............................(269) 621-4551  
R  Patrick Daly, Trustee 
    69100 M-152, Benton Harbor 49022 ...................... (269) 944-1754 
R  Don Blackmond, Trustee 
    94900 62nd Street, Dowagiac 49047 ...................... (269) 424-3673 
    Ronald Jacobs, Planning Commission Chairman ... (269) 424-3274 
    Ed McKernin, Appeals Board Chairman ................. (269) 424-5472 
    James Jarvis, Cemetery Sexton ............................. (269) 463-3000 
    Don Herter, Building Inspector ................................ (269) 782-7827  
    Allyn Anthony, Zoning Administrator ....................... (269) 424-5427 
    Ken Simpson, Electrical Inspector .......................... (269) 471-5869 
   Joseph True, Code Enforcement Officer .......... Cell (269) 449-4991 
     
           Zoning and Building Ordinances are Enforced.  If you are not sure contact 
the Building/Zoning Inspectors.  General information contact the Supervisor, 
Clerk or Treasurer.  Concerning property in the Township contact Supervisor.  
Concerning taxes in the Township contact the Treasurer.  Concerning cemetery 
in the Township contact the Clerk.  Transfer site is seasonal open on Saturdays 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon April thru October. 

 
 

LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP 
Meeting Second Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Lawrence Township  

Community Services Building (Fire Station)  
Office Hours (Fire Station): Monday -Friday 7:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.  

Saturday (Township Hall) 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.  
Fire Station, 205 N. Paw Paw Street, Lawrence, MI 49064  

Telephone (269) 674 -8833 
 Lawrence MI 49064  

Telephone (269) 674 -8833 
FAX (269) 674-4255 

 
Treasurerôs Hours (157 N. Paw Paw Street):  

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. -noon & 1:00 -4:00 p.m.  
Friday 9:00 a.m. -noon  
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Website: www.lawrence -township.com   

 
R  Douglas Harrington, Supervisor 
     P.O. Box 442, Lawrence 49064 ............................. (269) 674-8833 
R  Sal Campagna, Clerk, E-mail: lawrencetwpclerk@yahoo.com 
     P.O. Box 442, Lawrence 49064 ............................. (269) 674-8833 
R  Mary Tinker, Treasurer 
     P.O. Box 442, Lawrence 49064 ............................. (269) 674-3840 
R  Kim Thompson, Trustee 
     P.O. Box 442, Lawrence 49064 ............................. (269) 674-8833 
R  Russell N. Reynnells, Trustee 
     P.O. Box 442, Lawrence 49064 ............................. (269) 674-8833 
     Associated Governmental Services, Inc (AGS) 

    (Building, Electric, Mechanical, Plumbing)éé.1-800-627-2801 
 

PAW PAW TOWNSHIP  
Meeting Second Thursday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Hall: 114 N. Gremps Street, Paw Paw  
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269)  657 -4340 
FAX (269) 657-5683 

 
    David L. Richardson, Supervisor 
    630 Hillcrest, Paw Paw 49079 ................................ (269) 657-3649 
    Email: supervisor@pawpawtownship.org  
    Norman G. Rushing, Clerk 
    51496 C.R. 665, Paw Paw 49079 ........................... (269) 655-8059 
    Email: clerk@pawpawtownship.org  
    Tania M. Sheeley-Myers, Treasurer 
    P.O. Box 20, Paw Paw 49079................................. (269) 657-4340 
    Email: treasurer@pawpawtownship.org  
    Donald A. Stull, Trustee 
    38410 52nd Avenue, Paw Paw 49079 .................... (269) 657-4595 
    Email: trustee@pawpawtownship.org  
    Richard Schallhorn, Trustee 
    58751 C.R. 671, Paw Paw 49079 ........................... (269) 657-5494 
    E-mail: trusteeschallhorn@pawpawtownship.org  
    Dave Clark, Sexton Cemeteries.............................. (269) 657-4938 
    Building, Mechanical, Plumbing & Electrical Inspection 
    Associated Government Service ... (800) 627-2801, (269) 657-4340 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.lawrence-township.com
mailto:supervisor@pawpawtownship.org
mailto:supervisor@pawpawtownship.org
mailto:supervisor@pawpawtownship.org
mailto:supervisor@pawpawtownship.org
mailto:supervisor@pawpawtownship.org
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   PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP 

Meeting Second Thursday, 7:00 p.m.  
Township Hall, 26520 CR. 388, Kendall  

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 26, Kendall 49062  
 

    Scott Hess, Supervisor; scottahess@yahoo.com   
    25525 12th Avenue, Gobles 49055 ........................ (269) 628-4769   
      ......................................................................... (269) 207-2758 (H) 
    Michelle Meert, Clerk, pinegroveclerk@yahoo.com  
    25213 2nd Ave., Allegan, MI 49010 ........................ (269) 628-4380  
      ......................................................................... (269) 628-4570 (H) 
    Donna Hephner, Treasurer, dhephner@gmail.com 
    04080 23 1/2 Street, Gobles, MI 49055 .................. (269) 628-4488 
     .......................................................................... (269) 694-9374 (H) 
    Doug Stone, Trustee 
    22822 5th Avenue, Otsego 49078 .......................... (269) 628-4380 
      ......................................................................... (269) 694-5934 (H) 
    Jesse Richardson, Trustee 
    26853 Lake Street, Gobles 49055 .......................... (269) 628-4380 
     .......................................................................... (269) 628-5085 (H) 
    Ben Brousseau, Assessor, bb@apginc.us 
     ................................................................................ (269) 628-4380 
    Jeff Gasper, Sexton ................................................ (269) 628-4338 
 
    Michigan Twp. Services Building, Electrical & Mechanical permits 
    Patrick Hudson, 111 Grand Street, Allegan 49010 . (269) 673-3239 

 
PORTER TOWNSHIP 

Township Hall, 88040 M -40 Hwy.,Lawton 49065  
Meeting Second Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., Township Hall  

Telephone: (269) 624 -4022 
 

D  Nathan Bitely, Supervisor 
    28235 Shaw Road., Lawton 49065 ........................... (269) 624-6459 
R  Charles Meade Jr., Clerk 
    89615 Shorelane Drive, Lawton 49065 ..................... (269) 624-1159 
R  Andrew Nesvitt, Treasurer 
    88040 M-40 Hwy. South, Lawton 49065 ................... (269) 624-6252 
R Chris E. Oxley, Trustee 
     32593 Dugan Ct., Lawton 49065 ............................. (269) 370-1190 
R  Laura Packer, Trustee 
    75520 28th Street, Lawton 49065 ............................. (269) 624-7729   
    Tony Vaickus, Building Inspector and 
    Zoning Enforcement Officer .................................... (269) 624-6387 
    Art Earl, Electrical Inspector .... (269) 978-6571 and (269) 760-2967 
    Ed Wainwright, Plumbing Inspector ........................ (269) 663-8542 
    Richard Healy, Mechanical Inspector ..................... (269) 657-6602 
    Steve Cornish, BOA Chairperson ........................... (269) 624-1048 
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SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
Meeting Second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., Township Hall  

09761 Blue Star Hwy., South Haven, MI 49090 -9744 
Telephone (269) 637 -3305 FAX (269) 637-6250 

 
R  Ross Stein, Supervisor 
    14149 73rd Street, South Haven 49090 ................. (269) 637-6746 
D Brenda Bertorelli, Clerk 
    09391 C.R. 689, South Haven 49090 ..................... (269) 637-7825 
R  Hillary Fisher, Treasurer 
    11600 C.R. 689, South Haven 49090 ..................... (269) 637-9977 
R  Melvin Jessup, Trustee 
    75419 12th Avenue, South Haven 49090 ............... (269) 637-4116 
R  Michael DeGrandchamp, Trustee 
    15599 77th Street, South Haven 49090 .................. (269) 637-5703 
R  Joan Pioch, Trustee 
    72200 12th Avenue, South Haven 49090 ............... (269) 637-9139 
R  Floyd Dopp, Trustee 
    01275 73rd Street, South Haven 49090 ................. (269) 637-3331 
    
    Daniel J. Poll, Building Inspector ........................... 1-800-626-5964 
    Lyle Lester, Electrical Inspector ............................. 1-800-626-5964 
    Patrick Hudson, Zoning Administrator ................... 1-800-626-5964 
    Steve Larsen, Planning Commission Chairman 
    Planning Commission meets first Wednesday of each month 
    Lowell Tippman, Zoning Board Appeals Chairman 
     
 

WAVERLY TOWNSHIP 
Meeting First Thursday, 7:00 p.m.  

Township Hall 42114 M -43 
Telephone (269) 657 -6847 ï Telephone Clerk (269) 657 -1776 

FAX (269) 657-1834 
Office Hours 9:00 ï 12:00 Monday ï Thursday  

Website: waverlytownship.com   
 

R  Paul R. Tomlinson, Supervisor 
    42633 34th Ave., Bangor, MI 49013 ....................... (269) 657-1776 
R  Sandra Oakleaf, Clerk 
    42114 M-43 Hwy., Paw Paw 49079 ........................ (269) 657-1776 
R  Marcella Dorr, Treasurer 
    42114 M-43, Paw Paw 49079 ........................... (269) 207-5464 (C) 
R  Larry Chase, Trustee 
    35575 C.R. 665, Paw Paw 49079 ........................... (269) 657-6328 
R  Anthony Millek, Trustee 
    44939 35th Street, Paw Paw 49079 ....................... (269) 657-6450 
    David Clark, Cemetery Sexton 
    40853 CR 358, Paw Paw 49079 ............................. (269) 657-4938 
    Ted Gruizenga, Assessor ....................................... (269) 655-1497 

 

Waverly Township continued on next page 
 

mailto:waverlytwp@btc-bci.com
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WAVERLY TOWNSHIP (CONTINUED)  
 

   Attorney: Harold Schuitmaker 
   181 W. Michigan Ave., Suite 1, Paw Paw 49079 ..... (269) 657-3177 
   Tasha Smalley, Zoning Admin./Ord. Enforcement ... (800) 626-5964 
   Michigan Township Services, Inc. 
   Building, Electrical, Plumbing & Zoning Permits 
   111 Grand, Allegan 49010 ....................................... (800) 626-5964 
    Assessor at Township Hall Mondays 1-4 p.m. ........ (269) 657-6847 

   
Planning Commission meets second Monday each month,    

   Board of Appeals meets as requested 
 
 

VAN BUREN COUNTY 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS  

 
VILLAGE OF BLOOMINGDALE  

7:30 p.m. Bloomingdale Municipal Building  
109 E. Kalamazoo St.  

Office of the Clerk, P.O. Box 236, Bloomingdale 49026  
PH: (269) 521-3222, FAX: (269) 521-3534 

E-Mail: bdalevil@btc-bci.com  
 

    Tom Rock, President 
    206 W. Willow Street............................................... (269) 521-3870 
    Steve Strong, Village Clerk 
    404 N. Van Buren Street ......................................... (269) 521-6420 
    Tom Barczak, Pro Tem ........................................... (269) 521-3222 
    222 Miller Road ....................................................... (269) 521-3112 
    Judy Little, Treasurer 
    501 E. Kalamazoo Street ........................................ (269) 521-6026 
    Tim Lent, Assessor ........................................ (269) 521-3800 Ext 4 
    Barb Strong, Council Member 
    404 N. Van Buren Street ......................................... (269) 521-6420 
    Shirley Noble, Council Member 
    206 Spring Street .................................................... (269) 521-4367 
    Toni Ranken, Council Member 
    209 N. Mill Street .................................................... (269) 521-7796 
    William Rawlings, Council Member 
    209 E. Pine Street ................................................... (269) 521-3361 
    Herbert Van Horn, Council Member 
    508 E. Kalamazoo Street, RFD ............................... (269) 521-3233 
    Doug Burleson, Public Works Supt. ................................................  

mailto:bdaletwp@btc-bci.com


45 

 
VILLAGE OF BREEDSVILLE  

Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  
Village Hall, 82 Main Street  

P.O. Box 152, Breedsville, MI 49027 -0014 
Telephone: (269) 427 -7281 

 
 

    T. Wayne Hammond, President .............................. (269) 427-7281 
    John Dentzmen, Vice-President/Council Member .. (269) 427-8097 
    Sherry Hammond, Clerk/FOIA Information Officer.. (269) 767-1379 
    E-mail: sherry.hammond1@gmail.com 
    Hilary Stanislawski, Treasurer ................................ (269) 427-8203 
    Ron Stanislawski, Park Comm/Council Member..... (269) 427-8203 
    Rich Newberry, Street Admin/Council Member ...... (269) 427-5427 
    Dave Sumner, Council Member/Drain Comm ......... (269) 427-8752 
    Cherokee Thompson, Council Member .................. (269) 427-7500 
    Paul Keizel, Council Member .................................. (269) 427-1082 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF DECATUR  
Meeting First Monday, 7:00 p.m.  

Village Hall, 114 N. Phelps Street, Decatur 49045 -1009 
Telephone (269) 423 -6114 

FAX (269) 423-9047 
Website: www.decaturmi.org 

E-mail: villageofdecatur@comcast.net  
 

    Carl Wickett, President 
    209 W. St. Marys Street, Decatur 49045  ........ (269) 423-9201 (W) 
    Ali Elwaer, President Pro-Tem 
    540 Shady Lane, Decatur 49045 ............................ (269) 423-7772 
    Mike Siver, Trustee 
    100 N. Phelps Street, Decatur, MI 49045 ............... (269) 727-0377 
    Tom Creagan, Trustee 
    116 W. Sherwood Street, Decatur 49045 ............... (269) 423-9970 
    Andrea Vaughn, Trustee 
    601 N. Phelps Street, Decatur 49045 ..................... (269) 436-8083 
    Mike Heflin, Trustee 
    541 N. Phelps Street, Decatur 49045 ..................... (269) 423-6332 
    Norma Strickler, Trustee 
    116 W. Delaware Street, Decatur 49045 ................ (269) 423-7470 
    Matthew Rizzo , Village Manager ........................... (269) 423-6114 
    Lou Ann Conklin, Clerk ........................................... (269) 423-6114 
    Roberta Rex, Treasurer .......................................... (269) 423-6114 
    Evelyn Avery, Water/Sewer Clerk ........................... (269) 423-6114 
    David McLeese, Chief of Police .............................. (269) 423-2171 
    Dale Avery, Public Works Superintendent .............. (269) 423-7360 

Tony Vaickus, Building & Mechanical Inspector ...... (269) 624-6387 
Richard Healy, Mechanical Inspector ...................... (269) 657-6602 
 

http://www.decaturmi.org
mailto:villageofdecatur@comcast.net
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VILLAGE OF LAWRENCE  
Meeting Second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Village Hall, 157 N. Paw Paw Street, P.O. Box 217, Lawrence 49064  
Telephone (269) 674 -8161, Fax (269) 674-3004 

E-mail: vofl@i2k.com  
 

    Mary Webster, President ................................................................  
    Richard Smith, President Pro Tem/Trustee ....................................  
    Lucinda Nower, Clerk/Trustee ........................................................  
    Janet Utter, Treasurer .....................................................................  
    Patton Alburtus, Trustee .................................................................  
    Phil Glennie, Trustee ......................................................................  
    Linda Wayman, Trustee ..................................................................  
    Mark Keyser, Trustee ......................................................................  
    Ken Schaut, Village Administrator ..................................................  
    Police Services, Deputy Ludwig .............................. (269) 674-3600 

 

 

VILLAGE OF LAWTON  
Meetings Second & Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Council Chambers  
125 S. Main Street, P.O. Box 367, Lawton, MI 49065  

Telephone: (269) 624 -6407 
 

    David T. Cornish, President, Fire Board Commissioner 
    518 E. Fourth Street, Lawton 49065  
     ............ (269) 624-4511(W) (269) 624-1087 (H) (269) 624-6241 (F) 
    Ulrich J. Claassen, President Pro-Tem, Fire Board Alternate 
    323 E. First Street, P.O. Box 279, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................................................... (269) 624-3281 (H) 
    David R. Lesman, Trustee, Planning Commissioner 
    110 W. Ewing Road, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................................................... (269) 501-0028 (C)     
    Joshua C. Appleby, Trustee 
    521 E. Bitely Street, Lawton 49065 
      ......................................................................... (269) 624-3213 (H) 
    Judith A. Peterson, Trustee 
    520 E. Bitely Street, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................................................... (269) 624-1121 (H)  
    Daniel P. Price, Trustee 
    210 E. Second Street, Lawton 49065 
     ....................................................................... (269) 624-9008 (H/F)  
    Richard K. Reeves, Trustee 
    304 E. Second St., Lawton 49065 
     ........... (269) 624-1593 (H) (269) 624-8259 (W) (269) 624-6696 (F) 
    Andreia K. Gailhouse, Clerk, E-mail: lawtonclerk@frontier.com  
    524 S. Nursery Street, Lawton 49065 
     ..........  ( 269) 624-6407 (W) (269) 624-5611(H) (269) 624-6408 (F) 
    Judith A. Price, Treasurer 
    402 E. Durkee Street, P.O. Box 291, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................................................... (269) 624-6350 (H) 
 

Village of Lawton continued on next page 

mailto:vofl@i2k.com
mailto:lawtonclerk@verizon.net
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VILLAGE OF LAWTON (CONTINUED)  
 
    Thomas N. Verburg, Police Chief 
    615 E. Washington Street, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................... (269) 624-2382 (W) (269) 624-1911 (F) 
    Robert S. Banks, Jr., Fire Chief 
    29508 Jewels Drive, Lawton, MI 49065 
   ........................................................................... (269) 217-9666 (C) 
    Michael P. Grabbe, Superintendent of Public Works  
    26069 Red Arrow Highway, Mattawan 49071 
     ......................................... (269) 624-6406 (W)  (269) 624-6401 (F) 
    Harold M. Cirino, Building Inspector 
    24642 67th Avenue, Lawton 49065 
     ........................................... (269) 624-6421 (H) (269) 624-7326 (F)  
    Robert E. Lawson, Fire Board Commissioner 
    305 E. Second Street, P.O. Box 144, Lawton 49065 
     .......................................................................... (269) 624-3821 (H) 
 
  

VILLAGE OF LAWTON  
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Meetings First & Third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.  
Council Chambers, 125 S. Main Street, Lawton, MI 49065  

 
Molly A. Reeves, Chairperson 
304 E. Second Street, Lawton 49065 
 ........... (269) 624-1593 (H) (269) 833-6493 (W) (269) 720-3301 (C) 
Vacancy, Vice-Chairman .................................................................  
Vacancy, Secretary .........................................................................  
Philip J. Chmiel, Commissioner 
523 S. Main Street, Lawton 49065 .......................... (773) 412-0457 
Thomas D. Fuller, Commissioner 
219 S. Railroad Street, Lawton 49065 
 .............................................................. (269) 624-3435 (tarp shop) 
David R. Lesman, Council Representative 
710 Ewing Road, Lawton 49065 
 .......................................................................... (269) 501-0028 (C) 
Warren W. Shank, Commissioner 
136 S. Railroad Street, Lawton 49065 
 .......................................................................... (269) 624-6275 (H) 
Vacancy ..........................................................................................  
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 VILLAGE OF LAWTON  

LIBRARY BOARD  
Meeting Fourth Monday, 7:00 p.m.  

Lawton Public Library, 125 S. Main St., Lawton MI 49065  
 

    Carol A. Fechik 
    223 S. Adams Street, Lawton 49065 ...................... (269) 624-1457 
    Beth A. Troxell 
    817 N. Nursery St., Lawton 49065 .......................... (269) 624-1629 
    Nancy McCorry 
    940 Concord Drive, Lawton 49065 ......................... (269) 624-1517 
    Margaret M. Cornish 
    518 E. Fourth Street, Lawton 49065 ....................... (269) 624-1087 
    Marianne McArthur 
    716 Delaware Court, Lawton 49065 ....................... (269) 624-5208 
    Carole M. Schaefer 
    205 S. Nursery Street, Lawton 49065 ..................... (269) 624-5451 

 
VILLAGE OF MATTAWAN  

Meeting Second & Fourth Monday, 7:00 p.m.  
24221 Front Avenue, Mattawan 49071  

Telephone (269) 668 -2128 
FAX (269) 668-4324 

E-Mail: offices@mattawanmi.com  
 

    Terri McLean, President/Council ............................. (269) 668-2128 
    Vacant, Manager .................................................... (269) 668-2128 
    James Kirklin, Treasurer/Council Member .............. (269) 668-2128 
    Scott Smith, Council Member ................................. (269) 668-2128 
    Harriet Kucinich, Council Member .......................... (269) 668-2128 
    Margie Ashbaugh, Council Member ........................ (269) 668-2128 
    Lesley Markle, Council Member.............................. (269) 668-2128 
    Margot Bemer, Council Member ............................. (269) 668-2128 
    Don VerHage, Chief of Police ................................. (269) 668-3661 
    Ruth Goheen, Clerk ................................................ (269) 668-2128 
    Tom Anthony, Superintendent of Public Works ...... (269) 668-2300 
    Bill Elmer, Planning Commission Chair .................. (269) 668-2128 
    Building, Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing Inspector 
    Antwerp Township .................................................. (269) 668-2615 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:offices@mattawanmi.com
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VILLAGE OF PAW PAW  
Village Hall, 111 E. Michigan Avenue, Paw Paw, MI 49079  

Telephone (269) 657 -3148 
FAX (269) 657-7544 

 
Meetings Second & Fourth Monday, 7:30 p.m.  

at the Paw Paw Township Hall, 114 N. Gremps Street  
 

    Roman Plaszczak, President 
    729 Mapleview Drive, Paw Paw 49079 .................... (269)657-3148 
    Larry Nielson, Village Manager ................. (269) 657-3148 ext. 243 
    Marcos Flores, Council Member ............................. (269) 655-9916  
    Eric Larcinese, Council Member ............................. (269) 657-9381 
    Michael Pioch, Council Member ............................. (269) 657-1875 
    Mary H. McIntosh, Council Member ........................ (269) 657-5368 
    Wayne Wilhelmi, Council Member .......................... (269) 657-5630 
    Donne Rohr, Council Member ................................ (269) 657-6551 
    John Small, Director Public Services ........ (269) 657-3169 ext. 222 
    Eric Marshall, Police Chief ........................ (269) 657-5501 ext. 235 
    Christopher Tapper, Clerk.. ...................... (269) 657-3148 ext. 249    
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VAN BUREN COUNTY 
CITY OFFICIALS 

 
 

BANGOR CITY 
Meeting First & Third Mondays, 7:00 p.m.  

City Hall 257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 -1386 
Telephone (269) 427 -5831 

 
    Jennifer Carpio-Zeller, Mayor 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-5831 
    Michael Selden, City Manager 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-5831 
    Linda Vaught, City Clerk 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-5831 
    Cheri Parrish-Hamilton, City Treasurer 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-5831 
    Rosemary Insidioso, Council Member 
    257 W. Arlington, Bangor 49013 ............................. (269) 427-5831 
    David Bournay, Council Member 
    257 W. Arlington, Bangor 49013 ............................. (269) 214-8031 
    Renee Lynn Doroh, Council Member 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-7931 
    Gregory Moench, Council Member  
    17 W. Arlington Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-1171 
    Teresa Wiles, Council Member 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-7401 
    Fred Hicks, Council Member 
    257 W. Monroe Street, Bangor 49013 .................... (269) 427-5831 
    Leonard Lux, Code Enforcment ............................. (269) 427-5831) 
    Steven Lowder, Director of Public Works 
    421 W. Arlington Street, Bangor 49013 .................. (269) 427-7918 
    Gary Baker, Chief of Police 
    414 Division Street, Bangor 49013 ......................... (269) 427-5801 
    James Taylor, Cemetery Sexton ............................. (269) 427-5831 
    Dianna McGrew, City Assessor 
    813 Park Shore Drive, Cassopolis 49031 ............... (269) 445-2921 
    Chuck Moore, Building Inspector 
    19631 CR. 687, South Haven 49090 ...................... (269) 427-8328 
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GOBLES CITY 
Meeting Third Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  

105 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 38 Gobles, MI 49055  
Telephone: City Hall (269) 628 -2246 ï FAX (269) 628-5006 

 
    Tina Lounsberry .................................................................... Mayor 
    Carol Johnson......................................................... Mayor Pro-Tem 
    Paula Sipes ............................................................ Clerk/Treasurer 
    Virginia Gilbert .......................................................... Commissioner 
    Catherine Hulin ......................................................... Commissioner 
    Jonathan DeRidder ................................................... Commissioner 
    Robert Koehn............................................................ Commissioner 
    Mark Zajda ................................................................ Commissioner 
    AMG Appraisal Service ..................................................... Assessor 
    Richard Vreeland .............................................. Supt. Public Works 
    Patrick Wioskowski .......................................................... Fire Chief 
 
 

HARTFORD CITY 
Meeting: Workshop Third Monday, 7:30 p.m.  
Regular Meeting Fourth Monday, 7:30 p.m.  

19 West Main Street  
Telephone: (269) 621 -2477 FAX (269) 621-2054 

 
    Theodore C. Johnson ........................................................... Mayor 
    Rick Hall ............................................................... Mayor Pro-Term 
    Yemi Akinwale ........................................................... City Manager 
    Roxann Rodney-Isbrecht ........................................................ Clerk 
    Linda Gray ....................................................................... Treasurer 
    Dianna McGrew ................................................................ Assessor 
    Rodney Austin .......................................................... Commissioner 
    Frank Dockter ........................................................... Commissioner 
    John Pleyer ............................................................... Commissioner 
    John Miller ................................................................ Commissioner 
    Leo Latus .................................................................. Commissioner 
    Daniel N. Staunton ............................ Public Works Superintendent 
    Ramon Beltran, Chief of Police 
    Charles Moore, Building Inspector 
    18624 CR. 687, South Haven 49090 ...................... (269) 427-8328 
    David Pabis, Electrical Inspector 
    211 43rd Street, Bloomingdale 49026 .................... (269) 521-7590 
    Walt DeVisser, Mechanical Inspector 
    63165 CR. 680, Bangor 49013 ..............................  (269) 427-7543 
 

 
 
 



52 

 
SOUTH HAVEN CITY 

Meeting First & Third Mondays at 7:30 p.m.  
City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven 49090 -1499 

Telephone (269) 637 -0700 FAX (269) 637-5319 
 

    Brian Dissette, City Manager .................................. (269) 637-0750 
    Debra Davidson, DDA Director  .............................. (269) 637-0748 
    Wendy Hochstedler, Finance Director .................... (269) 637-0714 
    Amanda Morgan, City Clerk .................................... (269) 637-0750 
    Bill Speath, Director of Building Services ................ (269) 637-0760  
     
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

    Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
    162 Dunkley Avenue, South Haven 49090 ............. (269) 637-6276 
    Vicky Kozlik Wall, Councilperson Ward 1 
    1059 Hazel Street, South Haven 49090.................. (269) 637-1868 
    Gail Patterson, Councilperson Ward 1 
    914 Kalamazoo Street, South Haven 49090 ........... (269) 637-0862 
    Jeff Arnold, Councilperson Ward 2 
    558 Bailey Avenue, South Haven 49090 ................ (269) 363-8965 
    Don Bemis, Councilperson Ward 2 
    740 Phillips Street, South Haven 49090 ................. (269) 906-0160 
    Andy Klavins, Councilperson Ward 3 
    556 North Shore Dr #12, South Haven 49090 ........ (269) 639-9998 
    Suzie Fitzgibbon, Councilperson Ward 3 
    511 Lena Drive, South Haven 49090  ..................... (269) 637-3813 
     
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

    Ken Manley ...................................................................... Chairman 
    Frank Apotheker .............................................................................  
    Dave Paull ......................................................................................  
    John ñMikeò Henry ..........................................................................  
    Wayland ñKorkyò Ingersoll ...............................................................  
    Mark Wheeler .................................................................................  
    Larry Wittkop ...................................................................................  
    2 Alternate Vacancies .....................................................................  
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LIBRARIES  

 
    Van Buren District Library  
    Webster Memorial Library Building 
    200 N. Phelps Street 
    Decatur, Michigan 49045 ........................................ (269) 423-4771 
    FAX ......................................................................... (269) 423-8373 
 
    Paw Paw District Library  
    Website: www.pawpaw.lib.mi.us   
    E-mail: ppdl49079@yahoo.com  
    609 West Michigan Avenue 
    Paw Paw, Michigan 49079 ..................................... (269) 657-3800  
    FAX ......................................................................... (269) 657-2603 
 
    Lawton Public Library  
    125 South Main Street 
    Lawton, Michigan 49065 ......................................... (269) 624-5481  
    FAX ......................................................................... (269) 624-1909 
 
    Hartford Public Library  
    Website: www.hartfordpl.michlibrary.org  
   15 Franklin Street, P.O. Box 8 
    Hartford, Michigan 49057 ....................................... (269) 621-3408 
    FAX ......................................................................... (269) 621-3073 

 
    South Haven Memorial Library  
    Website: www.shmlibrary.org    E-Mail: shml@shmlibrary.org      
    314 Broadway Street 
    South Haven, Michigan 49090 ................................ (269) 637-2403  
    FAX ......................................................................... (269) 639-1685 

     
 

 
     

VAN BUREN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
P.O. Box 452  

Hartford, MI 49057  
(269) 621-2188 

 
    Joyce Kerr, President ............................................. (269) 783-0983 

Cheryl Heldt, Secretary  ......................................... (269) 674-8839 
Suzanne Breed, Treasurer ..................................... (269) 375-5016  

 
The Societyôs Museum is located east of Hartford on Red Arrow High-
way on the north side of the County Fair Grounds.  The museum is 
open June through September on Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 
from noon to 5:00 p.m.  The last tour of the 44 room renovated Poor 
House begins one hour prior to closing.  Special requests are consid-
ered. 
 
 

http://www.pawpaw.lib.mi.us
mailto:ppdl49079@yahoo.com
http://www.hartfordpl.michlibrary.org
H:/DATA/directory 2009-2010/County Directory 2009-2010.pub
http://www.shmlibrary.org
mailto:shml@shmlibrary.org
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION  
 

    STATE POLICE POSTS:  
 

    Paw Paw Post 51, 43255 60th Ave., Paw Paw 49079 
    Located at I-94 Decatur Exit ................................... (269) 657-5551 
    5th District Headquarters, 108 W. Michigan Ave., Paw Paw 
     ................................................................................ (269) 657-6081 
    South Haven Post 51, 720 LaGrange St., South Haven 49090 
     ................................................................................ (269) 637-2125 
 
    HOSPITALS:  
 

    Bronson LakeView Hospital 
    408 Hazen Street, Paw Paw 49079 ........................ (269) 657-3141 
 
    South Haven Health System 
    955 S. Bailey Avenue, South Haven 49090 ............ (269) 637-5271 
 
 
    SOCIAL SECURITY:  
 

    455 Bond Street, Benton Harbor ............................. (269) 926-1865 
    Toll Free, 24 hours a day ....................................... 1-800-772-1213 
    317 S. Drake Road, Kalamazoo 49009.................. 1-866-331-9088  
 
 

 VAN BUREN COUNTY AMERICAN RED CROSS  
301 N. Center, Hartford, MI 49057 

Mail: P.O. Box 215, Hartford, MI 49057 
Telephone (269) 621-6456 

 
VAN BUREN COUNTY VETERANS TRUST  

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 
Human Services BuildingðEast 

801 Hazen Street, Suite C, Paw Paw, MI 49079 
Telephone (269) 657-7376 

 
SAUK TRAILS RESOURCE  

CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
1035 E. Michigan Avenue, Unit A, Paw Paw, MI 49079 

(269) 657-3388 
Email: info@sauktrailsrcd.org  Website: www.sauktrailsrcd.org  

 
VAN BUREN COUNTY UNITED WAY  

181 W. Michigan Avenue, Suite 4 
Paw Paw, MI 49079 

(269) 657-2410, Fax (269) 657-6544 
E-mail: vbcunitedway@yahoo.com   

Website: www.vbcuw.org   

mailto:vbcunitedway@yahoo.com
http://www.vbcuw.org
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION (continued)  

 
 

COUNTY NEWSPAPERS 
 

    Courier Leader, Paw Paw ï Lawton (Friday) 
    32280 Red Arrow Hwy., P.O. Box 129, Paw Paw ... (269) 657-3072 
    Decatur Republican (Thursday) 
    P.O. Box 36, 121 S. Phelps St., Decatur ................ (269) 423-2411 
    South Haven Tribune (Sunday) 
    255 Center Street, South Haven ............................. (269) 637-1104 
 
 

SHOPPING GUIDES 
 

    Van Buren County Advertiser, Gobles (Thursday) .. (269) 628-5122 
    Flashes, Paw Paw .................................................. (269) 657-5080 
    Reminder, Bangor ................................................... (269) 427-7474 
 
 

COUNTY RADIO STATIONS 
 

    103.7 COSY FM WCSY 
    602 Broadway Street, South Haven 49090 ............. (269) 637-6397 
     
 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
Branch Offices Located in Van Buren County  

Website: www.michigan.gov/sos   
 

    Paw Paw, 1037 East Michigan Ave., 49079-0218 
    Paw Paw Office fax: (269) 657-5841 
    Telephone for all branches ...... (888) SOS-MICH or (888)767-6424 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  
 

    Plainwell Office ....................................................... (269) 685-6851 
 

VAN BUREN STATE PARK  
SOUTH HAVEN 

Telephone (269) 637-2788 
 
 

SOUTH HAVEN CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU  
Telephone (269) 637-5252  

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION (continued)  
 
 

MICHIGAN COURT OF APPEALS  
Hall of Justice - 925 West Ottawa Street  

P.O. Box 30022, Lansing, MI 48909  
Website: http://coa.courts.mi.gov  

 
    Lansing Office ......................................................... (517) 373-0786 
    Detroit Office ........................................................... (313) 972-5678 
    Troy Office .............................................................. (248) 524-8700 
    Grand Rapids Office ............................................... (616) 456-1167 
 
 

MICHIGAN STATE DEPARTMENTS  
 

    Attorney General ..................................................... (517) 373-1110 
    P.O. Box 30212, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
    Department of Civil Rights ...................................... (517) 335-3165 
    Capital Tower Bldg, Suite 800, Lansing, MI 48933 
 
    Department of Civil Service .................................... (517) 373-3048 
    Capitol Commons Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing, MI 48933 
     ............................................................................... 1-800-788-1766 
 
    Licensing and Regulatory Affairs ............................ (517) 373-1820 
    P.O. Box 30004, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
    Corporation Division (Customer Service) ................ (517) 241-6470 
 
    Department of Corrections ...................................... (517) 335-1426 
    P.O. Box 30003, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
    Department of Education ........................................ (517) 373-3324 
    P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
    Department of Community Health ........................... (517) 373-3740 
    201 Townsend, Lansing 48913 
 
    Department of Human Services .............................. (517) 373-2035 
    P.O. Box 30037, Lansing 48909 
 
    Legal Aid of Western Michigan .............................. 1-800-819-0773 
    Intake Line ............................................................. 1-888-783-8190 
    201 W. Kalamazoo Avenue, Suite 427, Kalamazoo 49007 
 
    Customs and Border Protection .............................. (313) 568-6019 

http://coa.courts.mi.gov


57 

 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION (continued)  
 
 

MICHIGAN STATE DEPARTMENTS  
 
 
 

    Bureau of State Lottery ........................................... (517) 335-5600 
    P.O. Box 30023, Lansing 48909 
 
    Department of Technology,  
    Management and Budget ....................................... (517) 373-1004 
    P.O. Box 30026, Lansing MI 48909 
 
    Department of Community Health,  
    Mental Health & Substance Abuse Administration   
    320 S. Walnut, Lansing MI 48913 ........................... (517) 335-0196 
 
    Department of Military & Veterans Affairs ............... (517) 481-8000 
    3411 N. Martin Luther King Blvd., Lansing, MI 48906 
 
    Department of Natural Resources .......................... (517) 373-2329 
    P.O. Box 30028, Lansing, MI 48909 
 
    Department of State ................................................ (517) 373-2540 
    430 W. Allegan, Lansing, MI 48918 
 
    Department of Treasury .......................................... (517) 373-3200 
    430 W. Allegan, Lansing, MI 48922 
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On Labor Day, September 2, 1901 the cornerstone was laid in the 
present Courthouse.  On October 25, 2001 the next 100 year Time 
Capsule was laid in the cornerstone as the first hundred years of 
the Courthouse was celebrated. 
 

The Michigan Historical Marker Program, established by Act 10 of 
the Public Acts of 1955 to recognize historic sites in Michigan, in-
cludes the Van Buren County Courthouse among its more than 
900 sites.  This action was taken on November 15, 1977. 
 

Thereafter, in June of 1978 the Van Buren County Board of Com-
missioners, by resolution, established the Courthouse Restoration 
Committee who work diligently in seeking funds for improvements.  
This committee functions as an ad hoc committee to the Board of 
Commissioners.  The committee informs and makes suggestions 
to the Commissioners.  The committee encourages fund raising 
activities and all funds collected are funds of Van Buren County 
and are deposited in the County Treasurerôs Office to be used  
for the preservation and maintenance of the Courthouse.  The 
committee has had an architectural study done of the Courthouse 
and recommendations have been made to the Board of  
Commissioners concerning what the priorities are in connection 
with the Courthouse improvements.  In 2002, restoration of the 
main floor offices of the Prosecuting Attorney and County Clerk 
were completed. 
 
An official State Historical marker was secured and funded by a 
special group of County citizens and dedicated October 22, 1990.  


